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PREFACE 


The  Author's  purpose  in  the  following  pages  was  originally 
a  very  simple  one.  To  beguile  a  leisure  hour  now  and  then, 
he  jotted  down  from  memory  some  of  the  most  striking  incidents 
of  his  life,  and  this  -without  the  remotest  idea  or  view  to 
publication :  but  with  the  intention  merely  of  handing  the  notes 
over  to  his  son,  an  officer  holding  a  respectable  position  in  the 
Public  Sendee. 

That  son  died  recently,  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  friends  can  bear  witness  to  his  high  character,  his  intel- 
lectual gifts,  and  his  unselfish  devotion  to  duty.  He  has  left  an 
amiable  and  excellent  wife  and  four  young  children — who  are 
not  provided  for — to  mourn  his  loss.  It  is  for  them  and  their 
interest  that  the  Author  has  been  constrained  to  publish  what, 
under  other  circumstances,  would  not  have  seen  the  light ;  and 
should  any  profit  whatever  arise  from  the  sale  of  this  book  it 

will  be  paid  over  to  the  widow  for  her  use  and  her  little  ones 
exclusively. 


VI. 

The  Author  trusts  that,  although  "The  Reminiscences" 
were  atjirst  intended  to  indulge  a  private  sympathy,  there  may 
yet  be  enough  of  general  interest  in  them  to  engage  the  feelings  of 
other  persons. 

To  young  officers  in  his  own  department  of  the  Civil  Service 
he  believes  that  his  experience,  during  almost  forty  years  of 
active  public  life,  may  be  far  frvm  uninteresting ;  nay,  he 
would  fain  hope  that  such  experience  may  possess  some  value  in 
the  form  of  advice  and  encouragement. 

To  the  general  reader  the  narration  of  incidents  of  business 
and  travel  occurring  under  a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  in 
many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  in  connection  with 
different  kinds  of  men,  may  at  least  prove  entertaining. 

Should  the  public  learn,  from  the  insight  here  given  into  the 
labours  of  a  Revenue  Officer,  that  Civil  Service  duties  are 
discharged  at  the  expense  of  much  toil,  often  of  great  anxiety, 
and  sometimes  under  a  pressing  sense  of  great  responsibility, 
another  purpose  will  be  served.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  such 
services  are  not  more  tJian  adequately  rewarded. 

The  formation  of  a  Widows'  and  Orphans'1  Fund  for  the 
Civil  Service  has  occupied  the  attention  from  time  to  time  oj 
benevolent  public  men,  and  efforts  have  been  made  to  establish 
one,  but  so  far,  it  is  to  be  deplored,  without  success. 


Amongst  the  papers  of  the  Author's  deceased  son  was  found 
a  letter  on  this  very  subject,  which  was  intended  for  the  Chair- 
man oj  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  invoking  his  aid  for  the 
establishment  of  such  a  Fund.  Death  intervened,  and  the 
letter  was  not  despatched  to  the  gentleman  for  whom  it  was 
intended,  but  a  copy  of  it  is  appended  to  this  volume,  and  being 
almost  the  last  effort  of  a  dying  man,  advocating  a  noble  cause, 
it  may  be  considered  a  legacy  of  some  value  to  the  Service  in 
which  the  writer  himself  was  a  member. 

A  more  striking  proof  of  the  need  of  such  a  Fund  cannot 
be  given  than  that  afforded  in  an  extract  copied  from  a  letter 
written  by  the  widoiu  to  a  friend  after  her  husband's  death. 
She  says: — " My  desolation  is  so  complete  that  I  cannot 
reconcile  myself  to  it.  If  my  dear  good  husband  had  only 
known  what  I  should  feel  when  he  ivas  gone,  it  would  have 
driven  him  to  distraction" 


Collingham,  Newark-on-  Trent, 
December,  1873. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

TI)Y  way  of  introduction  to  my  Reminiscences, 
-*-^  and  in  order  to  show  the  chances  that 
led  me  into  the  public  service,  I  may  venture 
to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  my  early  life. 

T  was  born  at  Bassingham,  a  small  village 
•**  in  Lincolnshire,  within  the  sound  of  that 
famous  bell  familiarly  known  by  the  name  of 
"  Great  Tom," — the  event  happening  in  the 
year  of  Grace  1805.  My  family  had  been 
located  in  the  same  village  for  some  centuries, 
taking  rank  among  the  respectable  yeomen  of 
the  county.  My  father  was  really  a  fine  looking 
man  and  a  good  type  of  his  class,  and  was  held 
in  much  respect  on  account  of  his  irreproach- 
able character.  He  kept  a  respectable  inn, 
which  was  his  own  freehold,  besides  renting  a 
small  farm,  and  was  considered  a  man  well-to- 
do  in  the  world.  My  mother  was  descended 
from  an  equally  ancient  and  respectable  family, 
in  the  same  locality,  who  belonged  to  the 
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Society  of  Friends.  She  was  left  an  orphan 
when  very  young,  was  brought  up  and  educated 
in  another  quaker  family,  and  received  what 
would  be  considered,  in  her  day,  a  liberal 
education  ;  but  marrying  out  of  the  Society, 
she  ceased  to  be  a  member  thereof;  notwith- 
standing, she  retained  their  quiet  habits,  and 
dressed  in  their  plain  and  simple  style  to  the 
end  of  her  long  and  useful  life,  which  extended 
over  eighty-six  years.  She  was  meek  and 
unassuming,  and  had  the  mildest  of  tem- 
pers. Her  mind  was  well  stored  with  useful 
knowledge,  particularly  historical,  and  her 
memory  being  remarkably  retentive,  her  con- 
versation at  all  times  was  both  amusing  and 
instructive.  She  exercised  much  greater 
influence  over  her  family  than  did  my  father. 
He  was  kind  in  his  way  it  is  true,  but  naturally 
imperious  and  austere.  He  enforced  strict  disci- 
pline and  expected  his  commandstobeimplicitly 
obeyed  ;  but  such  obedience  from  his  children 
was  not  always  to  be  secured,  as  the  reader 
may  imagine,  when  I  state  there  were  eleven 
of  us,  seven  boys  and  four  girls.  I  was  the 
youngest  lad.  Our  mother  was  always  will- 
ingly obeyed,  not  from  any  servile  fear,  but 
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because  of  her  gentleness  and  kindness,  we 
could  pour  out  our  souls  to  her  without  the 
least  reservation.  She  tried  her  best  to  mould 
our  young  minds  in  conformity  with  her  own. 
I  should  not  do  her  justice  if  I  did  not  admit 
that  the  impressions  she  made  on  my  mind 
have  never  been  effaced. 

With  a  father  naturally  austere  and  unneces- 
sarily strict,  it  was  not  surprising  that  a 
number  of  audacious  and  spirited  youths  did 
ratherfrequentlyfall  under  his  severe  displeasure 
and  feel  his  chastising  hand.  Whenever  that 
did  happen  there  was  sure  to  be  a  kind  inter- 
cessor not  far  away,  a  loving  mother  ready  to 
step  in  between  offended  justice  and  the 
condemned  culprit,  to  plead  with  all  earnestness 
for  pardon  or  for  mercy. 

A  public  house,  however  well  conducted, 
was  not  the  right  place  for  bringing  up  a  large 
family  of  boys  and  girls.  With  all  the  care, 
and  I  am  sure  every  care  was  taken,  to  pre- 
vent contamination,  we  could  not  fail  witnessing 
scenes  at  times  calculated  to  corrupt  our 
morals.  As  to  myself,  I  was  an  enthusiast  at 
play  of  all  kinds,  so  that  I  soon  became  a 
proficient  at  quoits  and  other  similar  games 
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then  in  vogue,  and  was  often  praised  by  lookers 
on,  for  my  cleverness.  It  was  dangerous  praise 
and  dangerous  pastime.  But  all  evil  of  that 
kind  was  completely  removed  by  my  father 
wisely  selling  the  inn,  and  embarking  more 
extensively  in  farming,  and  becoming  the 
occupant  of  a  spacious  farm-house.  In  it  there 
was  certainly  greater  monotony  than  in  a 
public  house,  but  with  us  boys  that  soon  wore 
off. 

There  was  school  to  attend  morning 'and 
afternoon  :  our  play  hours  were  spent  in  a  ten- 
acre  grass  field,  where  I  indulged  to  my  heart's 
content  in  all  the  athletic  games  practised  at 
that  period,  and  was  never  so  happy  as  when 
engaged  in  a  contest,  taxing  the  physical 
powers  to  the  very  utmost.  Although  eager 
and  ever  ready  for  play  I  was  not  considered  a 
dunce  at  school.  The  programme  of  studies 
there  was  confined  to  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic ;  it  did  not  include  even  grammar 
or  geography ;  so  that  had  I  been  studiously 
inclined,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say  was  not  by 
any  means  a  prominent  feature  in  my  character, 
there  was  but  small  scope  for  mental  develop- 
ment. I  was  kept  at  school  long  enough  to 
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become  the  "  Head  Scholar,"  and  was 
qualified  to  measure  land  with  chain  and  cross 
staff.  I  was  often  deputed  by  the  master  for 
that  onerous  duty,  and  had  the  responsibility 
thrown  on  me  to  instruct  some  of  the  junior 
pupils  in  that  branch  of  scholastic  studies.  I 
mostly  selected  a  four-sided  field  for  my 
operations,  as  the  easiest  to  manage,  and  as 
near  the  river  Witham  as  possible  ;  particularly 
in  the  summer  months,  so  as  to  relieve  the 
tedium  of  survey  with  the  refreshing  pleasures 
of  a  bathe  and  a  good  swim.  I  was  known  to 
be  an  expert  in  the  water  ;  my  swimming  and 
diving  feats  were  matters  of  notoriety,  made 
no  less  popular  in  that  I  had  saved  two  boys 
from  drowning,  at  some  risk  to  myself. 

Lincolnshire  scenery  is  not  of  that  romantic 
kind  that  moves  or  fosters  the  poetic  sentiment. 
There  is  almost  an  entire  absence  of  hill  and 
dale,  mountain  and  glen,  silvery  lakes  and 
rushing  water  falls  ;  in  short  nothing  to  fire 
a  poet's  imagination  or  enliven  his  fancy. 
Flat  and  monotonous  as  the  county  is,  it  has 
produced  eminent  men  of  science :  Newton, 
whose  name  will  never  die ;  and  Professor 
Boole,  L.L.D.,  whom  the  old  city  has  recently 
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honoured  by  placing  a  beautiful  stained  window 
in  her  noble  cathedral  to  his  memory.  I 
knew  the  latter  from  childhood,  and  was  friendly 
with  him  throughout  his  life  ;  and  I  can  testify 
that  he  was  one  of  the  most  conscientious  hard 
workers,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  profound 
thinkers  of  his  day.  I  could  name  others  who 
have  been  distinguished  for  their  learning, 
but  the  two  celebrated  mathematicians  I  have 
named  must  suffice. 

Dull  and  monotonous  as  the  county  may 
appear  to  those  who  prefer  rugged  mountain 
scenery,  there  is  a  geniality  about  the  people 
which  compensates  to  some  extent  for  that 
want.  There  is  a  solid  comfort  in  a  Lincoln- 
shire farm-house  that  must  be  experienced  to 
be  appreciated.  The  one  I  was  brought  up  in 
was  not  an  exception  to  the  rule.  As  near  as 
I  can  recollect  we  numbered  about  a  dozen  in 
family,  including  men  and  maid  servants  ;  and 
there  was  but  little  distinction  between  the 
latter  and  the  other  members  of  the  household; 
all  occupied  the  same  room,  on  winter  even- 
ings at  least.  When  the  out-door  work  was 
finished  for  the  day  and  the  shutters  were 
closed,  the  curtains  drawn  and  a  cheerful  fire 


i 


19 

made  up,  then  each  one  had  his  or  her  work 
assigned.  One  or  more  of  the  girls  was  set  to 
the  spinning  wheel  —  another  to  knitting, 
another  to  sewing,  whilst 

"  The  mother  wi'  her  needle  an'  her  shears, 
"  Gars  auld  claes  look  maist  weel  as  new." 

The  men  and  boys  were  employed  winding 
spools,  striving  who  could  finish  a  spool  first. 
My  mother,  who  was  a  charming  singer,  would 
enliven  us  now  and  then  with  one  of  her 
favourite  tunes,  in  which  most  of  us  joined. 
When  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  turmoil  and 
bustle  of  official  life,  with  its  cankering  cares, 
in  large  cities  and  towns,  where  but  little 
sympathy  was  manifested  towards  a  Revenue 
Officer,  on  account  of  the  nature  of  his  duties, 
I  have  looked  back  with  a  feeling  I  cannot 
define  to  those  pleasant,  happy  and  interesting 
evenings  which  I  spent  in  a  farm-house  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  same  community 
of  feeling  which  existed  at  that  time  between 
the  employer  and  the  employed  does  not  exist 
now. 

On  a  Friday  evening  the  spinning  wheel  was 
silenced  and  put  aside  to  make  way  for  the 
village  schoolmaster,  who  always  attended  on 
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that  evening  to  read  the  local  newspaper  and 
"  Cobbett's  Register  "  to  my  father  and  a  few 
of  his  friends  who  were  specially  invited  to 
that  "  Feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul.'7 
I,  for  one,  had  an  instinctive  dislike  to  these 
readings,  simply  because  they  interfered  with 
the  ordinary  amusements  I  so  much  more 
enjoyed.  Moreover,  solemn  silence  was  en- 
joined during  the  time  such  readings  were  going 
on,  and  which  was  only  broken  now  and  then 
by  a  hearty  laugh  from  these  farmer  politicians, 
when  the  schoolmaster  read  with  more  than 
his  ordinary  emphasis  one  of  Cobbett's  hard 
hits  against  some  leading  public  character  of 
the  day.  What  was  mirth  to  these  farmers 
was  misery  to  us  boys,  and  to  this  day,  when 
I  think  of  the  "  Register  "  and  associate  it  with 
my  old  schoolmaster,  I  experience  a  feeling  I 
cannot  exactly  define.  My  preceptor  was 
uncle  to  the  Professor  Boole,  whom  I  have 
already  adverted  to,  and  he  stood  in  the  same 
relationship  to  me,  but  I  must  say  that  I  was 
not  favoured  at  school  on  that  account ;  but 
came  in  for  my  share  of  the  inevitable  cane, 
which  was  looked  upon  by  most  village  school- 
masters as  more  effective  in  maintaining  good 
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discipline  than  "  moral  suasion."  My  school- 
master was  a  worthy  man,  a  pains-taking 
teacher,  and  with  fifty-six  years  experience  in 
the  same  village,  he  had  instructed  every  young 
man,  woman,  boy  and  girl  in  it. 

Much  as  I  disliked  "  Cobbett's  Register,"  I 
had  great  respect  for  his  English  Grammar ; 
for  whatever  knowledge  I  possess  of  that 
branch  of  education  it  was  derived  from  that 
source.  If  I  imbibed  any  of  his  political  views 
at  that  early  period  of  my  life,  they  have  long 
since  died  away  and  are  entirely  forgotten. 
Although  early  initiated  in  what  I  may  term 
liberal  principles,  the  impression  they  made  on 
my  mind  at  that  particular  period  of  my  life 
was  not,  I  must  confess,  lasting.  "  Cobbett's 
Register  "  was  a  publication  very  interesting, 
no  doubt,  to  his  admirers,  but  it  was  not 
the  kind  of  reading  a  boy  would  select  for 
amusement. 

Whatever  dislike  I  had  to  political  readings, 
I  had  great  pleasure  in  witnessing  a  keen 
contested  county  election,  which  I  was  some- 
times privileged  to  do.  At  the  period  referred 
to — more  than  half  a  century  ago — a  county 
election  was  a  very  different  affair  to  what  it  is 
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now.  It  was  a  grand  sight,  such  as  I  shall 
never  witness  again,  to  see  the  fine  tenantry  of 
those  men  of  broad  acres,  such  as  Chaplin,  of 
Blankney ;  Pelham,  of  Brocklesby  ;  and  many 
others  of  that  class,  ascend  the  steep  hill  at 
Lincoln  like  cavalry  regiments,  and  enter  the 
old  Castle  yard  to  tender  their  votes  at  the 
polling  booth.  It  was  an  imposing  and  a 
magnificent  sight  to  behold  these  robust, 
healthy,  ruddy-faced  men  mounted  on  fine 
horses,  three  abreast,  men  and  horses  decked 
with  a  profusion  of  ribbons  of  different  colours 
denoting  the  candidate  these  men  supported. 
Every  evening  there  would  be  bands  of  music, 
lighted  flambeaux  and  burning  tar  barrels  ;  the 
occasion  being  still  more  enlivened  by  the 
ringing  cries  in  every  direction  of  "  Chaplin 
for  ever!"  "  Pelham  for  ever!"  "  Heron  for 
ever !  "  These  scenes  are  as  fresh  before  my 
mind  now  as  when  I  first  witnessed  them. 
Other  counties  have  been  famous  for  contested 
elections,  but  none  more  famous  than  my  own 
county. 

As  I  am  on  elections,  I  may  just  remark  that 
my  father  was  a  staunch  Whig  ;  so  was  also  an 
uncle  in  the  same  village.  My  uncle,  however, 
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was  more  a  party  man  than  my  father :  he 
was  an  energetic  canvasser,  had  great  elec- 
tioneering tact,  and  there  being  a  considerable 
number  of  small  freeholders  in  the  place  he 
managed  to  gain  most  of  them  over  to  his  own 
side,  and  with  an  air  of  triumph  characteristic 
of  the  man,  he  headed  them  to  the  polling 
booth  to  "  plump  "  for  the  Whig  candidate; 
at  one  time  Sir  Robert  Heron,  at  another 
Heathcote,  at  another  Handley. 

I  was  permitted,  now  and  then,  to  attend  a 
county  meeting  in  the  old  City  Castle  Yard. 
These  meetings  were  not  much  less  exciting 
than  a  contested  election.  They  were  con- 
vened to  discuss  some  public  question  of  the 
day,  and  the  leading  men  who  took  a  part 
in  them  were  supported  by  a  large  retinue  of 
adherents.  It  was  on  such  occasions  the 
peasantry  indulged  in  rustic  wit  and  humour, 
and  would  tell  a  bit  of  their  minds  to  the 
great  men  of  the  county,  which  they  dared  not 
venture  to  do  except  on  these  occasions. 
More  than  fifty  years  have  passed  away  since 
I  attended  one  of  these  county  meetings,  yet  I 
have  a  very  vivid  recollection  of  some  of  the 
leading  men  that  took  part  in  them,  notably 
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that  veteran — Major  Cartwright,  who  at  that 
time  was  styled  "  The  Father  of  Reform." 
There  were  also  "  Charley  Chaplin,"  who, 
although  not  a  great  orator,  was  a  fine  hand- 
some man  and  every  inch  a  country  squire  ; 
Sir  Charles  Anderson  Pelham,  as  plain  in 
person  and  dress  as  the  plainest  of  his 
tenants  ;  Sir  Robert  Heron,  with  his  thin 
Saturnine  face  and  Roman  cast  of  counten- 
ance. These  men  were  celebrities  in  their 
day.  They  have  long  passed  away,  but 
their  names  live  in  the  history  of  the  county. 
Continuing  my  narrative  of  domestic  life  in 
a  farm  house,  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  here 
to  say  something  concerning  the  village  wea- 
ver. He  it  was  who  converted  the  produce  of 
the  spinning  wheel  into  webs  of  fine  linen, 
figured  they  would  be  in  many  cases,  according 
to  the  designer's  talent.  The  village  weaver 
I  knew  in  my  early  days  was  gifted  writh  more 
than  ordinary  natural  ability,  and  had  he  lived 
in  a  manufacturing  district  it  is  more  than 
probable  he  would  have  become  a  distinguished 
man  :  as  it  was,  he  was  a  person  of  some 
notoriety.  He  was  the  oracle  of  the  village, 
was  as  clever  with  his  tongue  as  with  his 
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shuttle,  knew  every  one  and  every  one's 
business,  and  whenever  he  took  a  finished  \veb 
home  he  always  received  a  hearty  welcome. 
He  could  tales  unfold,  one  by  one,  just  suited 
to  the  wishes  and  desires  of  his  respective 
listeners,  taking  good  care,  however,  not  to 
exhaust  his  stock,  but  to  reserve  his  most 
choice  stones  for  select  occasions.  It  was 
really  gratifying  to  see  his  long  narrow  webs 
of  linen  bleaching  in  some  nice  grass  field 
close  to  the  farm  house  :  more  or  less 
numerous  they  would  be  according  to  circum- 
stances. To  the  bleach  field  healthy  ruddy- 
faced  lasses  would  repair  on  a  summer's 
evening,  in  a  laughing  merry  mood,  to  fetch 
home  their  own  handiwork ;  and  there,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  village  swains  would  also 
repair  to  have  a  little  harmless  fun  and  frolic, 
and  to  assist  the  girls  in  carrying  home  their 
webs  of  linen  which,  to  some  of  them  at  least, 
might  form  a  part  of,  if  not  all  their  marriage 
portion.  A  well-stocked  linen  chest  was  not 
by  any  means  reckoned  a  despisable  accom- 
paniment to  other  wedding  presents. 

In  one  of  my  frolics,  jumping  either  over  a 
fence  or  a  gate  in   one   of  the  bleach   fields  I 
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have  named,  I  was  unlucky  enough  to  injure 
my  left  foot.  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  trifling 
matter  at  the  time,  but  it  proved  in  after-life 
a  cause  of  much  suffering  and  grief  to  me. 
By  a  strange  coincidence  I  was  attacked,  about 
the  same  time,  with  rheumatisim  in  the  hip 
joint,  or  what  would  now  be  termed  sciatica. 
The  pain  was  so  acute  and  distressing  that 
the  family  doctor  was  called  in  to  prescribe  a 
remedy.  Nothing  was  done  to  my  foot  ;  it 
was  left  to  take  its  natural  course. 

As  I  got  no  better  under  medical  treatment, 
it  was  determined  I  should  go  to  a  celebrated 
"  Bone  setter  "  living  in  another  and  distant 
part  of  the  county.  I  was  taken  there  by  my 
father,  both  on  horseback,  I  on  a  "  pillion 
seat  "  behind  him,  the  same  as  women  rode  on 
when  attending  market  with  their  husbands. 
I  have  great  reason  to  recollect  that  memorable 
journey  of  twenty  miles  or  thereabouts,  across 
country,  over  roads  nearly  impassable.  We 
started  on  a  Sunday  morning,  that  being  a  day 
above  all  others  the  •"  Bone  setter"  had  most 
patients.  Persons  came  to  him  from  far  and 
near,  for  his  reputation  was  so  great  that  it  was 
currently  believed  he  could  cure  all  the  ills 
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flesh  is  heir  to.  "Doctor"  Mason,  best  known 
by  that  name,  commenced  bone  setting  on  his 
own  account.  He  had  a  keen  eye,  a  steady 
hand,  a  strong  nerve,  and  wras  undoubtedly 
a  clever  operator,  as  his  descendants  have  been 
after  him. 

The  Doctor  lived  in  a  fine  house  ;  and  the 
surgery  was  the  largest  room  in  it.  When 
first  entered  on  that  memorable  Sunday,  the 
day  of  days  with  me,  I  could  only  liken  it  to  a 
military  hospital  after  a  battle.  There  were  a 
number  of  anxious  suffering  patients  ;  some 
with  broken  limbs,  others  with  dislocated 
joints,  and  there  appeared  unmistakable 
evidence  that  the  knife  had  been  in  requisition. 
There  also  stood  the  operator,  a  fine,  hand- 
some, and  determined-looking  man,  with  a 
countenance,  to  my  eye,  the  reverse  of 
forbidding,  and  which  in  some  measure 
removed  the  timidity  I  naturally  felt  at  wit- 
nessing for  the  first  time  the  scenes  I  have 
described.  The  Doctor  looked  at  me,  kindly 
as  I  thought.  He  said  my  case  would  require 
time,  and  suggested  to  my  father  that  I  should 
be  placed  in  lodgings  for  awhile,  naming  a 
person  who  would  take  great  care  of  me,  and 
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that  I  should  see  him  again  on  the  following 
morning.  My  father  was  compelled  to  return 
home  the  same  day,  so  that  I  was  left  alone 
amongst  entire  strangers  and  under  circum- 
stances calculated  to  depress  my  spirits. 
I  was  at  the  time  only  a  boy  of  tender 
years,  but  my  spirits,  always  buoyant,  did  not 
fail  me  in  this  emergency.  I  was  most  anxious 
to  be  cured,  and  willing  to  suffer  anything 
and  everything  to  effect  that  object,  so  that  I 
might  again  join  my  companions  in  those 
amusements  which  I  so  much  delighted  in. 

I  repaired  to  the  surgery  on  Monday 
morning,  alone.  The  Doctor  examined  me 
carefully  and  twisted  me  about  a  good  deal, 
but  without  causing  much  pain.  His  attention 
was  directed  principally  to  my  hip  :  he 
treated  my  observations  respecting  the  foot 
with  seeming  indifference  ;  directed  me  to  lay 
aside  my  crutch,  which  I  was  then  using,  and 
encouraged  me  by  saying  that  I  should  soon 
be  all  right.  Directing  me  to  throw  away  my 
crutch  was  the  most  efficacious  part  of  his 
treatment,  because  there  was  no  real  necessity 
for  my  using  one,  and  I  soon  managed  to  do  very 
well  without  it.  I  attended  the  surgery  every 
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day  for  weeks,  running  in  and  out  just  when  I 
thought  I  would,  without  the  slightest  fear  of 
attending  and  seeing  a  surgical  operation,  no 
matter  how  serious,  glad  to  help  the  Doctor  in 
preparing  splints  and  bandages,  and  highly 
pleased  to  hear  him  say — "  You  are  a  plucky 
fellow." 

I  returned  home  better  than  when  I  left  ;  it 
appeared  so  at  least  to  my  friends,  inasmuch 
as  I  had  dispensed  with  my  crutch.  My  foot, 
however,  soon  after  began  to  fail  me  ;  the 
real  grievance  was  there  ;  and  I  attribute  the 
sufferings,  trials,  and  difficulties  I  had  to  con- 
tend with  in  after-life  to  the  want  of  skill  of 
the  family  Doctor  in  the  first  instance,  and 
next  to  the  fatal  mistake  of  the  "  Bone-setter," 
whose  attention  was  confined  entirely  to  my 
hip,  which  did  not  need  surgical  treatment, 
whereas  my  foot  really  required  it.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  warm  bath  would  have 
cured  the  one  complaint,  and  tight  bandages 
the  .other. 
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began  to  be  entertained  by  my  friends 
that  I  might  become  permanently  lame, 
and  not  able  to  do  laborious  work.  It  was 
considered  by  them  advisable  that  I  should 
continue  at  school  with  a  view  of  making  me 
a  scholar,  so  that  I  might  earn  my  living  in  an 
easy  way.  The  school  I  attended  was  not 
calculated  to  lead  to  that  result,  because  the 
studies,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  were  con- 
fined to  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  I 
ventured  to  ask  my  father  to  send  me  to  a 
popular  boarding  school  a  few  miles  away. 
My  request  was  met  by  the  plea  that  he  could 
not  afford  it.  I  had  therefore  to  continue  in 
the  same  old  school,  in  the  same  old  track 
that  I  had  followed  for  years.  If  I  made  but 
little  progress  in  my  studies  I  improved  my 
physical  condition  daily,  by  entering  with  all 
my  heart  and  soul  into  the  athletic  games 
played  at  that  period,  and  which  ensured  me 
sound  health. 
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The  intention  that  was  at  first  entertained 
of  making  me  a  scholar  was  abandoned.  I 
was  apprenticed  to  a  gunsmith  in  the  ancient 
Cathedral  City  of  Lincoln.  I  was  placed  in 
that  business,  not  because  I  had  displayed  any 
particular  taste  for  mechanics,  but  simply  on 
account  of  my  father  being  what  was  termed 
"A  Crack  Shot,"  and  taking  out  a  game  certi- 
ficate. I  used  to  attend  him  when  he  went 
out  shooting.  I  was  fond  of  the  sport,  and  so 
it  was  inferred  that  I  should  like  gun-making 
as  well  as  game  killing. 

Whatever  my  taste  may  have  been,  I  was 
pleased  with  the  prospect  of  leaving  home, 
thereby  dissevering  the  associations  which 
youth  is  too  apt  to  form  without  much  discri- 
mination or  judgment,  and  which  are  not  easy 
to  break  from  without  an  entire  separation. 
Moreover,  I  was  inclined  for  change ;  that 
feeling  was  encouraged  by  an  uncle,  my 
father's  brother,  who  worked  on  the  farm,  and 
who,  in  early  life,  had  served  several  years  in 
the  navy,  when  England  was  engaged  in  a 
fierce  war.  He  would  describe  in  that  thrilling 
way  peculiar  to  sailors  the  engagements  he  had 
been  in,  and  his  numerous  hair-breadth  escapes 
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in  hand-to-hand  fights.  These  excited  my 
imagination  so  much  that  I  became  impatient 
of  the  dull  monotony  of  a  village  life,  and  the 
same  restlessness  manifested  itself  in  me  all 
through  my  life. 

When  I  commenced  my  apprenticeship  in 
the  old  city,  mechanics  generally  worked  hard 
and  drank  hard ;  gunsmiths  in  particular. 
Three  men  worked  in  the  shop.  It  was  my 
duty  to  keep  an  account  of  their  time,  and  very 
difficult  it  was,  as  they  would  be  sometimes 
working  and  sometimes  drinking.  With  a  little 
management  I  made  matters  tolerably  satis- 
factory to  master  and  men. 

Drinking  was  not  confined  altogether  to  the 
working  class  of  mechanics.  Master  tradesmen 
had  their  favourite  place  of  meeting  in  the 
evening  to  have  their  glass  and  pipe,  to  talk 
over  matters  of  business,  or,  it  might  be, 
municipal  or  parliamentary  affairs. 

My  master  was  a  convivial  person,  and  a 
leading  man  at  these  nightly  meetings,  which 
did  not  break  up  sometimes  before  early 
morning.  He  would  enter  the  workshop, 
generally,  in  the  forenoon,  and  commence 
working  at  the  forge,  at  which  he  was  considered 
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to  be  very  clever,  and  I  had  to  strike  the  big 
hammer  to  him,  very  different  work  to  "  Quill 
driving,"  for  which  I  was  at  one  time  intended. 
When  my  master  had  finished  at  the  forge  and 
fashioned  the  metal  he  had  been  working 
at  to  his  taste,  he  would  place  it  in  the  lathe, 
which  I  had  to  turn  with  one  foot,  the  hardest 
and  most  difficult  work  required  of  me.  I 
had  thus  to  stand  for  a  long  time  together  on 
a  weak  foot,  whilst  using  the  other  in  turning 
the  lathe.  The  pain  was  at  times  so  intense 
that  the  perspiration  stood  like  great  pearls 
on  my  forehead.  I  never  winced  nor  com- 
plained in  any  way  ;  my  spirit  would  not  allow 
me  to  ask  to  be  relieved  from  this  trying 
duty,  or  it  would  have  been  granted  at  once, 
for  although  my  master  was  very  determined 
he  was  naturally  kind-hearted.  I  had  great 
fear  then,  as  I  have  had  occasionally  since,  of 
being  thought  incompetent  for  my  work. 
That  fear  has  always  acted  as  a  spur  and  kept 
me  going.  I  liked  the  business  very  well, 
because  of  its  variety.  I  did  a  little  at  the 
forge,  something  at  the  lathe,  and  tried  my 
hand  at  engraving,  but  my  term  of  appentice- 
ship  was  suddenly  terminated  by  the  death  of 


34 

my  father,  whose  affairs  were  found,  after  his 
decease,  in  an  embarrassed  state,  and  as  the 
premium  with  me  had  not  been  paid  as  was 
agreed  on,  it  was  arranged  by  my  friends  that  I 
should  leave  the  old  city  and  return  home  to 
work  again  on  the  farm. 

In  conjunction  with  another  brother,  older 
than  myself,  we  managed  in  the  course  of 
time,  by  hard  work  and  economy,  to  place 
my  mother  in  a  more  comfortable  position  than 
she  was  in  when  my  father  died.  Having 
assisted  in  effecting  that  object,  which  should 
be  looked  on  only  as  a  filial  duty,  I  began  to 
cast  about  for  another  move.  An  opportunity 
was  not  long  presenting  itself.  A  friend  called 
at  the  house  one  morning,  just  as  I  was 
setting  off  to  plough.  He  invited  me  to  go 
with  him  to  see  a  brother  of  his,  living  some 
few  miles  north  of  Lincoln.  I  agreed,  left  my 
horses  in  care  of  my  brother,  and  set  off  with 
my  friend  there  and  then — little  thinking  it  was 
my  final  departure  from  my  native  place,  yet 
such  proved  to  be  a  fact.  My  visit  was  to 
Snarford,  a  place  that  may  be  considered  at 
the  present  day  somewhat  renowned,  inas- 
much as  it  is  a  part  of  the  "  Doughty 
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Estates,"  of  which  Sir  Roger  Tichborne, 
whose  name  has  become  a  household  word, 
was  the  rightful  heir. 

At  the  time  I  am  writing  about,  Snarford 
was  a  cold,  lonely,  dreary  place  :  the  soil  a 
tough  clay,  rent  something  near  ten  shillings 
an  acre  ;  and,  as  may  be  conceived,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  land  not  cultivated  at  all. 
There  were  about  five  farmers  in  the  parish, 
scattered  here  and  there  ;  a  few  cottagers 
similarly  divided  ;  and,  as  is  not  at  all  un- 
common in  isolated  places,  there  was  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  children  running  about,  wild  as 
"  March  hares." 

The  farmer,  whose  guest  I  was,  had  earned 
for  himself  the  name  of  "  Counsellor " 
amongst  his  acquaintances,  on  account  of  his 
assumed  wisdom.  He  tested  me  on  my 
knowledge  of  arithmetic,  and  ascertaining 
that  I  knew  something  of  it,  and  learning 
from  my  friend  and  companion  that  I  was 
open  for  any  reasonable  engagement,  proposed 
that  I  should  settle  down  at  Snarford  and 
commence  a  school,  which  I  at  once  assented 
to,  as  I  was  anxious  for  a  start  in  the  world, 
regardless  entirely  of  what  that  start  might  be. 
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There  appeared  a  difficulty  in  getting  a  school 
of  any  kind,  but  this  was  got  over  by  Miss 
Doughty  granting  me  the  use  of  a  portion  of 
the  chancel  of  the  church,  which  was  her 
property,  for  a  school. 

Snarford  church  and  its  chancel  are  well 
worth  a  visit  by  those  who  are  partial  to 
seeing  ancient  edifices.  The  chancel  contains 
several  monumental  tombs  of  alabaster  or 
some  such  material,  with  large  sized  life-like 
figures  in  recumbent  positions  on  the  top. 
There  are  several  similar  figures  in  niches 
in  the  walls,  with  a  brass  plate  underneath, 
on  which  is  engraven  the  names  and  gene- 
alogy each  figure  represents.  They  would,  at 
one  period,  be  considered  fine  works  of  art 
— but  time  and  the  dust  of  ages  have  defaced 
their  beauty,  and  when  I  saw  them,  more  than 
half  a  century  ago,  they  presented  a  some- 
what dismal  look, — yet  to  me  they  had  a 
special  attraction. 

I  opened  my  school  with  a  goodly  number 
of  scholars,  varying  in  age  from  five  years  to 
fifteen.  They  were  the  rawest  material  possi- 
ble, and  not  having  been  kept  under  any  system 
of  control  at  home,  they  were  as  a  natural  con- 
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sequence  wild  and  refractory.  With  patience 
and  perseverance,  combined  with  mildness 
and  firmness,  I  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  complete  order  in  my  school,  and  not 
only  there,  but  it  extended  to  the  scholars' 
homes  and  excited  the  surprise  of  their 
parents.  My  qualifications  as  a  teacher  were 
only  moderate.  I  found  a  difficulty  in  keeping 
ahead  of  the  more  advanced  and  pushing 
scholars.  To  prevent  them  treading  on  my 
heels,  it  was  not  unusual  for  me  to  spend  my 
evenings  in  the  school  improving  myself.  In 
winter,  with  no  fire,  and  a  dip  candle  my  only 
light,  I  pursued  my  studies  without  interrup- 
tion from  any  source,  excepting  that  a  friend 
from  the  farm  house  nearest  the  church, 
seeing  my  little  glimmering  light,  would  come 
and  place  his  face  close  to  the  chancel  window 
and  make  some  strange  noise,  thinking  to 
frighten  me.  I  could  never  prevail  on  my 
friend  to  enter  the  church  in  the  dark :  his 
fear  was  of  ghosts.  He  had  courage  enough, 
which  I  had  not,  to  mount  the  most  restive 
horse,  take  big  and  dangerous  leaps  in  the 
hunting  field,  but  to  face  a  ghost  was  some- 
thing fearful  to  him.  So  far  I  had  the 
advantage,  as  I  had  no  such  fear. 
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My  day  .  school  flourished  far  beyond  my 
expectations.  I  commenced  a  Sunday  school 
as  well,  and  in  addition  I  was  precentor,  and 
sometimes  honorary  parish  clerk;  for  singularly 
enough  the  clerk  proper  lacked  the  most 
essential  qualification  for  that  office,  he  could 
not  read.  The  principal  farmer  acted  for  him, 
and  when  that  gentleman  happened  not  to 
attend  church,  the  duty  fell  on  me.  I  was 
pleased  to  perform  these  simple  offices  ;  and  as 
I  was  on  easy  terms  with  the  clergyman,  and 
in  friendly  relations  with  the  people,  I  was 
comparatively  happy,  and  but  for  an  incident 
which  I  am  about  to  relate,  I  should  probably 
have  settled  down  for  good  at  Snarford. 

One  Saturday  afternoon,  which  was  a  half- 
holiday,  I  was  engaged  in  my  school  preparing 
the  scholars'  books  for  the  next  Monday,  when 
a  person  whom  I  supposed  to  be  a  gentleman 
entered,  and  requested  that  I  would  allow  him 
to  copy  the  inscriptions  from  the  brass  plates 
in  the  chancel.  I  assented,  and  assisted  him 
all  I  could  in  effecting  his  object.  Never  at 
any  time  was  I  remarkable  for  being  taciturn 
or  reserved  ;  in  this  instance  I  was  more 
loquacious  than  usual,  and  desirous  of  appear- 
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ing  to  advantage  in  the  presence  of  a  person 
I  had  set  down  as  some  great  scholar,  but  who 
turned  out  to  be  the  schoolmaster  of  another 
village.  He  was  jealous  of  me,  as  I  had 
drawn  some  scholars  from  him,  and  he  made 
remarks  in  public  somewhat  derogatory  to  me 
as  a  teacher.  They  were  true  I  dare  say,  and 
had  they  been  made  to  me  personally,  I  should 
have  received  them  with  all  humility. 


CHAPTER    III. 

A  N  advertisement  appeared  in  the  local 
newspapers  that  a  master  was  wanted 
for  a  new  school  in  a  parish  not  far  distant 
from  Snarford.  There  was  a  small  endowment 
to  it,  and  in  other  respects  it  was  preferable  to 
the  one  I  was  then  in  charge  of.  Being 
informed  that  the  man  who  had  spoken  dis- 
paragingly of  my  qualifications  was  a  candidate 
for  the  new  school,  I  made  application  for  it 
also.  We  both  met  together,  face  to  face,  on 
the  day  fixed  for  the  election  of  a  master.  I 
happened  to  be  the  successful  candidate,  much 
to  the  surprise  and  disappointment  of  my 
rival.  His  specimens  of  ornamental  penman- 
ship, drawings  and  mappings,  made  me  seem 
little  in  my  own  eyes,  for  I  had  nothing  of  the 
kind  to  present ;  but  simply  a  certificate  of 
character  from  the  clergyman  of  Snarford 
parish,  who  testified  that  I  was  a  hard  worker, 
had  a  good  school,  and  that  his  parishioners 
were  well  pleased  with  me.  This  satisfied  the 
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and  I  was  informed  that  I  was  elected  with 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  meeting. 

Although  I  gained  an  advantage  over  my 
opponent,  and  felt  gratified  that  I  had  humbled 
him,  I  had,  nevertheless,  my  misgivings  that  I 
should  be  found  incompetent  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  the  new  school,  which  I 
knew  would  be  of  a  higher  order  than  those  I 
had  to  discharge  in  the  school  I  was  leaving. 
I  had  crossed  the  Rubicon,  however,  and  must 
therefore  go  on  ;  there  was  no  receding. 

Bidding  adieu  to  Snarford,  which  I  left  with 
feelings  of  deep  regret,  because  of  the  many 
associations  connected  with  it,  I  was  soon 
installed  in  my  new  office.  There  was  a  good 
house  attached  to  the  school,  and  altogether  it 
was  a  pleasant  place,  being  situated  near  two 
public  roads,  on  the  out-skirts  of  the  pretty 
village,  Langworth,  the  centre  of  a  cluster  of 
villages  that  my  school  was  intended  to  serve. 

Langworth  was  not  a  parish  of  itself,  but 
the  clergyman  of  the  parish  to  which  it 
belonged  resided  there  ;  and  as  my  school  was 
a  church  school,  he  was  not  long  in  making 
my  acquaintance.  I  found  him  a  kind-hearted 
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in  every  sense  a  very  cheerful  companion.  In 
person,  he  was  good  looking,  had  bright  black 
eyes,  and  apparently  had  a  heart  that  could 
feel  for  another.  He  was  a  ripe  scholar  and 
an  ardent  lover  of  music,  so  that  it  will  not  be 
wondered  at  when  I  say  that  he  commanded 
my  admiration  and  respect.  In  some  particu- 
lars we  had  kindred  spirits,  which  united  us  in 
a  bond  of  friendship  and  good  feeling  that 
lasted,  without  any  break,  until  we  separated, 
by  the  force  of  circumstances  which  will  be 
explained  as  I  proceed. 

My  school  answered  very  well  ;  better, 
indeed,  than  I  had  reason  to  expect.  I 
received  valuable  aid  from  my  clerical  friend. 
He  devoted  much  of  his  leisure  time  giving 
me  instruction  in  those  branches  of  education 
in  which  I  was  most  deficient,  thus  enabling 
me  to  keep  ahead  of  the  most  aspiring  of  my 
pupils,  a  difficulty  which  I  foresaw  when  I 
obtained  my  appointment,  and  only  mastered 
by  the  merely  fortuitous  circumstance  of  meet- 
ing with  a  friend  just  at  the  time  I  most 
needed  one. 
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If  it  should  happen  that  this  book  be  found 
interesting  enough  to  induce  some  of  the 
clergy  to  read  it,  they  will  be  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  that  my  friend  was  a 
"  Gauger "  before  he  entered  the  church. 
The  transition  will  appear  strange  to  them, 
but  it  is  no  less  strange  than  true.  While 
still  a  "  Gauger  "  he  was  ardently  attached  to 
the  Protestant  Church,  as  by  law  established, 
and  when  she  or  any  of  her  dignitaries  hap- 
pened'to  be  assailed,  my  friend  came  to  the 
rescue.  To  give  an  instance  :  the  Bishop  of 
Lincoln  —  Tomline  I  believe  —  was  fiercely 
attacked  in  a  pamphlet  published  by  a  "  Non- 
conformist." My  friend  defended  the  Bishop 
by  publishing  another  pamphlet  in  reply,  so 
ably  written,  so  trenchant  and  vigorous,  that 
he  was  considered  worthy  of  being  ordained 
for  the  church.  It  was  at  that  period  when 
she  was  just  awaking  from  a  long  deep  sleep, 
and  it  will  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  the 
"  Gauger "  had  something  to  do  in  stirring 
her  up  to  activity  and  usefulness. 

It  was  considered  by  some  persons  that  the 
able  defender  of  the  Bishop  was  scarcely 
Puritan  enough  for  the  church.  There  was  no 
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pretended  seriousness  about  him  ;  he  was 
naturally  cheerful,  humorous  and  witty,  and, 
to  sum  up  his  character,  his  ear  was  open  to 
the  cry  of  distress,  and  his  generous  heart 
prompted  him  to  relieve  it.  The  description 
he  gave  me,  from  time  to  time,  of  his  experi- 
ence as  a  "  Gauger,"  interested  me  so  much 
that  I  professed  a  desire  to  enter  the  service 
he  had  left ;  and  he  did  not  attempt  to  dis- 
courage me.  There  appeared  a  probability, 
in  case  I  gave  up  my  school,  that  he  might 
succeed  me,  and  thereby  improve  the  moderate 
income  he  derived  from  the  church,  which  was 
not  more  than  an  ordinary  mechanic  would 
receive  at  the  present  day,  and  quite  inade- 
quate to  bring  up  his  numerous  family  in  a 
way  befitting  his  position  in  life. 

Believing  a  Gauger's  life  more  suitable  to 
my  inclinations  than  that  of  schoolmaster,  for 
which  I  had  not  been  properly  trained,  I 
obtained  a  promise  from  a  friend  that  he  would 
get  me  an  order  for  the  Excise  as  soon  as  he 
could.  This  I  received  a  few  weeks  after  my 
application.  During  that  time  I  was  learning 
the  art  of  gauging  under  the  tuition  of  my 
reverend  friend,  whose  practical  experience 
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made  him  a  most  efficient  instructor,  and  the 
lessons  I  received  from  him  were  of  incalcu- 
lable advantage  to  me  in  after  life. 

When  I  recived  my  order  for  the  Excise  I 
handed  over  a  flourishing  school  to  my  friend, 
who  had  previously  been  appointed  to  succeed 
me,  and  proceeded  under  orders  to  Newark, 
to  pass  a  preliminary  examination  as  to  my 
fitness  for  the  "  Service."  Having  passed 
through  this  ordeal,  which  was  of  a  formal 
character,  I  was  placed  under  the  care  of  an 
established  Gauger  of  experience,  to  be 
instructed  in  the  various  duties  of  his  station. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place,  I  consider,  if  I 
enumerate  the  articles  subject  to  taxation  at 
that  period,  1827.  They  were — Beer,  Calico, 
Glass,  Leather,  Hops,  Malt,  Paper,  Soap, 
Starch,  Sugar  and  Vinegar.  The  odious  tax 
on  Salt  was  repealed  just  before  that  date. 
Some  of  these  taxes  were  so  enormously  high 
that  dishonest  persons  were  tempted  to  evade 
them  by  some  ingenious  device  or  other,  and 
as  a  necessity,  very  severe  and  stringent  laws 
were  enacted  to  prevent  imposition  on  the 
revenue.  A  Gauger  at  that  period,  when  the 
Excise  bristled  with  so  many  taxes,  might  be 
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looked  upon  as  an  Ishmaelite,  whose  hand 
was  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand 
against  him. 

An  idea  is  entertained  by  some,  that  the 
work  of  a  government  official  is  one  of  com- 
parative ease.  Experience  tells  me  that  it  is 
the  very  reverse  of  easy,  and  frequently  it  is 
attended  with  risk  and  danger,  facts  which 
will  not  be  difficult  to  establish  and  make 
clear  to  every  one  who  will  give  the  subject 
consideration. 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that  high  rates  of 
duty  produce  smugglers,  and  it  is  well  known 
smugglers  are  desperate  fellows,  as  a  rule,  who 
sooner  than  allow  themselves  to  be  captured, 
would  offer  a  determined  resistance.  "  Still 
hunting"  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  was  never  a 
pleasant  duty.  A  seizure  of  "  Mountain  dew" 
or  "  Potheen  "  would  sometimes  bring  the 
Gauger  and  the  smuggler  together  in  deadly 
strife.  Taking  the  life  of  a  Gauger  was 
considered  by  most  of  these  lawless  fellows 
a  venial  offence  ;  with  the  most  desperate  of 
them  no  offence  at  all.  As  an  illustration  of 
this  I  give  the  following  story  just  as  I  heard 
it : — A  notorious  smuggler,  who  was  a  wicked 
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character  in  many  other  respects,  sought 
relief  and  comfort  from  his  church  when  he 
found  death  approaching,  to  have  his  con- 
science made  easy.  He  was  reminded 
that  his  whole  life  had  been  so  thoroughly 
abandoned  that  he  had  never  done  a  good 
deed  to  entitle  him  to  the  church's  consolation. 
The  smuggler  having  meditated  for  a  few 
moments,  his  face  suddenly  brightened  up, 
and  in  evident  earnestness  he  declared  he  had 
done  one  good  deed  in  his  life — he  had  shot  a 
Gauger. 

The  quiet  and  remote  glens  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland  afford  great  facilities  for  smuggling. 
The  high  rate  of  duty  on  whiskey,  the 
national  beverage,  enhanced  the  price  so  much 
that  as  a  matter  of  gain,  if  nothing  more, 
plenty  of  idle  dissolute  fellows  could  be  found 
to  embark  in  illicit  distillation  and  risk  all  the 
consequences.  There  seems  to  be  an  inde- 
scribable joy,  with  a  certain  class  of  persons, 
in  getting  possession  of  something  smuggled. 
Whiskey  drinkers  think  nothing  so  delicious 
as  "  Mountain  dew  "  and  "  Potheen,"  names 
which  smuggled  whiskey  goes  by ;  and  this 
peculiar  liking  to  it  gives  encouragement  to 
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lawless  persons  to  engage  in  the  illicit  manu- 
facture thereof. 

The  revenue  officers  employed  in  putting 
down  illicit  distillation  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland  were  exposed  at  times  to  great  danger. 
They  were  picked  men  for  that  duty,  and 
when  they,  by  any  chance,  came  across 
smugglers,  hard  blows  would  be  given  by  both 
sides,  and  the  fight  would  last  until  one  party 
or  the  other  retreated. 

"  Still  hunting"  was  more  dangerous  in 
Ireland,  perhaps,  than  in  Scotland,  because  of 
the  impetuous  and  impulsive  nature  of  the 
natives  of  the  first-named  country.  In  justice 
to  them,  however,  I  may  say  that  when  they 
were  assailed  in  an  open  manner  they  were  not 
revengeful.  Any  one  attempting  to  entrap  or 
overreach  them  by  treachery  would  be  marked, 
and  punished  whenever  an  opportunity  offered. 

We  in  England  are  prone  to  look  upon  the 
Irish  peasantry  as  cold  blooded.  We  have 
only  to  just  glance  at  home  at  the  desperate 
conflicts  that  take  place  frequently  between 
gamekeepers  and  poachers,  and  we  cannot 
but  admit  that  we  are  not  much  better,  if  any, 
than  Irishmen  in  that  respect ;  that  is  if 


49 

we    take    smuggling    and    poaching   for   our 
comparison. 


CHAPTER     IV. 

T  WAS  fortunate  in  getting  myself  placed 
4-  under  the  care  of  a  competent  person,  to 
give  me  the  necessary  instruction  pertaining 
to  the  various  duties  I  should  have  to  perform. 

I  was  somewhat  taken  aback  at  seeing  the 
amount  of  work,  and  the  variety  of  it,  which 
my  teacher  had  daily  to  do.  It  was  calculated 
to  dishearten  a  less  sanguine  person  than  my- 
self. He  had  to  rise  at  an  early  hour  every 
morning,  to  go  and  unlock  the  utensils  of 
candle  makers,  which  were  kept  under  lock 
and  seal,  when  not  in  use.  This  was  the 
most  tiresome  and  trying  part  of  a  Gauger's 
duty,  on  account  of  the  early  and  late  hours 
candle  makers  worked,  both  summer  and 
winter. 

Unlocking  chandlers'  utensils  and  visiting 
malt-houses  occupied  my  instructor's  time  to 
the  breakfast  hour.  That  meal  hastily  dis- 
patched, he  would  proceed  to  visit  innkeepers, 
to  ascertain  who  of  them  were  brewing.  He 
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had  to  do  every  four  hours  while  they  were  at 
work ;  and  attend  at  the  tanners,  it  might  be, 
to  weigh  and  stamp  leather ;  which  occupied 
his  time  until  dinner.  After  that  until  tea 
time,  he  was  employed  measuring  and  weigh- 
ing the  stocks  of  spirits,  tea  and  tobacco,  at 
the  dealers  and  retailers  of  such  articles. 
From  tea  time  to  bed  time  was  taken  up  with 
what  was  termed  "  in-door  work."  In  ad- 
dition, he  would  make  his  last  visit  to  the 
chandlers,  to  weigh  off  candles  and  to  lock  up 
the  utensils,  which  would  at  times  be  as  late 
as  midnight.  Jaded  and  tired,  he  would  retire 
to  rest,  only  to  rise  in  the  morning  to  pursue 
the  same  round  of  duties. 

The  Sabbath  was  not  a  day  of  rest  to  the 
Gauger  as  with  most  other  people.  It  was 
no  unusual  thing  to  see  him  pass  along  the 
streets,  when  others  were  on  their  way  to 
church  or  chapel,  dressed  in  his  every-day 
clothes.  A  capacious  coat  with  large  pockets 
he  would  be  sure  to  wear.  A  gauging  stick 
in  one  hand,  in  the  other  a  large  bunch  of 
malt-house  and  other  keys,  gave  him  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  turnkey  of  a  prison. 
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Happily  for  the  service,  a  great  many  of  the 
duties  have  been  repealed  that  required  the 
attention  of  officers  on  a  Sunday.  The  malt 
duty  necessitates  attendance  on  that  day  still, 
but  such  attendance  has  been  much  modified 
of  late  years,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before 
long  some  plan  may  be  devised  whereby  even 
that  duty — if  not  sooner  repealed — may  be 
secured  without  the  attendance  of  officers  on 
Sundays. 

The  description  I  have  given  of  the  daily 
work  of  a  Gauger  when  I  first  embarked  in 
the  service  as  a  pupil,  may  perhaps  raise  a 
question  in  the  minds  of  young  officers  of  the 
present  generation  as  to  whether  it  was  really 
possible  so  much  work  could  have  been  effici- 
ently done  ?  I  can,  from  my  own  knowledge, 
vouch  that  the  work  was  of  that  nature  there 
could  be  no  shamming.  It  was  only  by  in- 
cessant application  it  was  got  through,  and  it 
may  be  truly  said  of  my  teacher  that  his  was 
"  all  work  and  no  play."  A  strike  for  shorter 
hours  and  more  pay  would  have  only  been 
reasonable  ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was 
thought  of.  That  course  belongs  to  a  more 
modern  school. 
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I  having  been  well  "  coached  "  by  "  The 
Parson,"  as  already  stated,  my  instructor  had 
merely  to  put  on  the  finishing  touch  to  qualify 
me  for  my  office.  He  always  said  he  was 
proud  of  me  as  a  pupil,  and  he  watched  my 
progress  in  the  service  with  great  interest. 
He  was  not  ambitious  himself,  therefore  did 
not  seek  promotion,  but  he  advised  me  to  go 
forward.  He  lived  to  see  me  reach  the  top  of 
the  tree,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit 
from  him  after  he  became  an  octogenarian, 
when  his  hair  was  silvered  o'er.  There  was 
then  the  same  manly  bearing,  the  same  beam- 
ing, happy,  benevolent-looking  countenance, 
as  when  I  first  made  his  acquaintance. 

It  is  not  my  object  here  to  enter  into  the 
theory  of  descent,  but  I  must  be  allowed  to 
say  my  worthy  teacher  was  one  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  his  kind  that  I  know  of.  He 
was  happy  in  life,  and  I  have  been  told  he 
was  happy  in  death.  When  I  parted  with 
him  at  Newark  in  May,  1827,  his  last  words 
to  me,  I  well  recollect,  were — "  Be  sure  and 
turn  the  post."  His  meaning  was,  that  I  was 
not  to  account  for  surveying  a  place  without 
first  going  to  it  ;  or  in  technical  terms,  not  to 
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"stamp"  or  make  "  feigned  surveys;"  for  if 
ever  found  guilty  of  this  practice,  a  discharge 
from  the  service  would  follow.  My  faithful 
monitor  knew  this  full  well :  hence  his  injunc- 
tion. 

In  my  first  fancy  of  a  Gauger's  life  I 
conceived  the  idea  that  it  would  prove  com- 
paratively easy.  I  soon  discovered  that  idea 
to  be  a  delusion.  There  appeared  to  my  mind 
nothing  before  me  but  hard  work,  and  that 
without  intermission.  I  might  have  repined 
at  this,  but  did  not,  being  charmed  with  the 
variety  and  seeing  there  was  scope  for  advance- 
ment. When  placed  on  the  permanent  staff 
and  dressed  up  in  a  little  brief  authority,  I 
became  at  once  reconciled  to  the  service.  I 
ranked  as  "  Expectant"  as  soon  as  I  finished 
my  instruction,  and  my  duty  was  to  officiate 
for  officers  who  were  absent  from  their  stations 
on  leave  or  from  other  causes. 

I  was  just  beginning  to  feel  my  feet  in  the 
service,  when  I  was  directed  to  proceed  under 
orders,  to  Manchester. 

The  contrast  between  a  small  agricultural 
village  and  that  large  manufacturing  place, 
with  its  immense  factories  and  teeming  popu- 
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lation,  greatly  astonished  me.  Seeing  the 
factory  hands  leave  their  work  at  night  in 
great  swarms,  with  their  sallow  faces,  and 
clattering  on  the  pavement  with  their  thick 
wooden  clogs,  are  incidents  still  fresh  in  my 
mind.  I  soon  became  used  to  this  sort  of 
thing,  and  felt  myself  as  much  at  home  in  a 
great  manufacturing  place  as  I  had  done  in  a 
country  village.  I  liked  change,  and  greater 
the  change  the  more  pleasing  it  was  to  me. 

I  commenced  my  official  career  in  Man- 
chester by  taking  charge  of  a  station  which  I 
found  difficult  to  manage,  as  the  following 
episode  will  explain.  It  will  further  show  that 
it  sometimes  requires  more  than  ordinary  firm- 
ness to  resist  temptation.  The  incident  itself 
may  not  appear  of  much  importance  to  the 
general  reader,  but  to  me  it  was  a  serious 
matter. 

There  was  a  candle  maker  in  my  station 
whose  place  of  business  was  more  than  a  mile 
from  my  lodgings.  To  get  to  it  was  by  a 
canal  side,  not  by  any  means  a  safe  road.  I 
had  to  traverse  it  early  and  late,  as  candle 
makers  worked  just  as  circumstances  suited. 
If  there  was  one  thing  more  disagreeable  than 
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another  to  a  Gauger  it  was  charging  duty  on 
candles.  The  early  morning  visit  to  unlock 
utensils,  and  the  late  evening  visit  to  weigh 
the  candles  that  had  been  made  during  the 
day,  and  to  lock  up  the  utensils  again,  were 
very  harassing  duties. 

The  chandler  I  surveyed  suggested  to  me  to 
leave  him  the  revenue  keys  over  night,  saying 
that  he  would  unlock  his  utensils  in  the  morn- 
ing himself,  and  deliver  the  keys  back  to  me 
on  my  first  visit,  which  I  could  make  at  my 
convenience.  I  refused  to  compromise  myself 
that  way.  The  result  was,  this  chandler,  more 
in  spite  than  design  I  believe,  gave  me  formal 
notice  to  attend  and  unlock  his  utensils  at  an 
unusually  early  hour,  as  early  some  days  as 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  was  bound  to 
attend  to  this  man's  notice  ;  and  to  prevent 
him  having  any  cause  of  complaint  for  any 
neglect  on  my  part,  I  arranged  with  a  night 
watchman  to  call  me  up  at  the  exact  time  I 
wanted. 

I  was  not  insensible  to  the  danger  of 
walking  by  the  side  of  a  canal  on  a  dreary 
road  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  and 
at  the  time  I  am  writing  about  there  had  been 
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some  queer  robberies  committed  in  the 
suburbs  of  Manchester,  therefore  as  a  pro- 
tection I  carried  a  strong  stick  in  one  hand, 
a  bull's  eye  lantern  in  the  other,  and  a  pistol 
in  my  pocket.  I  wore  a  big  drab  coat  with 
a  large  cape,  and  made  myself  appear  as 
much  like  a  night  watchman  as  possible ; 
and  to  keep  my  courage  up  would  now  and 
then  call  out  the  hour  and  state  of  the 
weather.  By  this  ruse  I  escaped  danger. 
This  obstinate  and  cross-grained  chandler  by 
his  silly  proceedings  punished  himself  more, 
perhaps,  than  he  punished  me.  Finding  me 
firm  to  my  purpose,  he  changed  his  plans, 
worked  at  reasonable  hours,  and  found  it 
his  best  policy  to  be  on  good  terms  with  the 
Gauger. 

Of  the  many  obnoxious  taxes  that  have 
been  repealed  within  the  last  half  century 
the  repeal  of  the  candle  tax  was  hailed  with 
more  delight  by  officials  than  the  repeal  of 
any  other.  Scattered  over  the  country,  far 
and  wide,  as  candle-makers  were,  and  only 
working  as  weather  permitted,  the  labour  of 
looking  after  them  was  immense,  and  I  may 
say  that  more  Gaugers  were  discharged  for 
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neglect  of   duty  at  chandlers  than  from    any 
other  cause. 

The  candle  tax  was  not  only  a  source  of 
bitterness  to  the  service  at  large,  but  it  was 
a  great  annoyance  to  the  makers  as  well ;  and 
reckoned  alone,  the  amount  it  realized  to  the 
revenue  would  barely  have  covered  the  cost 
of  collection. 

Very  different  indeed  was  the  tax  on 
calicos,  which  was  a  great  feeder  of  the 
Exchequer.  It  was  levied  in  a  very  simple 
and  ready  way.  Calico  printers  were  men 
of  high  standing  in  the  commercial  world. 
The  names  of  Peel,  Hoyle,  Brooks,  and  many 
others,  are  still  well  remembered  as  associated 
with  calico  printing.  They  were  "  Merchant 
Princes." 

The  print  works  in  Manchester  were,  as 
a  rule,  models  of  neatness  and  order.  The 
"  White  Room  "  in  such  buildings — and- 
which  I  had  most  to  do  with — was  large  and 
lofty.  It  was  there  the  calico  pieces  were 
measured,  numbered,  and  stamped  by  the 
Excise.  It  was  my  privilege  to  be  often  en- 
gaged in  that  duty,  the  easiest  and  most 
pleasant  that  I  have  had  to  perform  in  the 
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long  course  of  my  official  life.  There  was  a 
manager  over  this  room,  a  clever  intelligent 
man  he  was  sure  to  be.  There  was  a  staff 
of  girls  employed  to  assist  the  Excise  in 
measuring  the  calico  pieces.  These  girls 
were  the  pick  of  the  establishment,  smart  and 
clever,  and  as  clean  and  tidy  as  new-made 
pins. 

There  was  no  attempt  to  evade  the  tax  that 

I  ever  saw,  no  interference  whatever  with  the 
Gauger  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty ;  and  I  often 
look   back   with    some    delight    at    the    many 
happy  days  I  passed  in  the  "  White  Room  " 
of  a  Manchester  print  works. 

Having     passed     the      required     time      as 

II  Expectant,"  I  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Soap  Assistant  to  Liverpool,  the  first  step  in 
advance  in  my  official  capacity.     I  left  Man- 
chester for   Liverpool  with   as  little    delay  as 
possible  after  receiving  my  appointment. 

My  duty  there  was  simply  to  give  attendance 
at  soap  boilers  when  they  were  at  work,  to 
see  that  soap  was  not  clandestinely  removed 
to  evade  the  tax.  It  was  not  by  any  means 
an  exhilarating  duty,  watching  day  by  day,  for 
twelve  hours  together  —  often  more  —  soap 
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coppers,  with  their  boiling,  bubbling,  frothy 
stuff,  as  it  advanced  to  the  perfection  of  soap 
proper. 

Excise  restrictions  were  in  full  force  as 
applied  to  soap  makers,  the  same  as  to 
candle  makers.  Their  coppers  were  kept 
strictly  under  lock  and  key,  except  when 
an  assistant  was  in  attendance.  It  was  his 
duty  to  unlock  or  lock  them  as  they  were 
wanted.  The  soap,  when  it  became  perfect, 
was  removed  from  the  coppers  into  deep 
oblong  frames,  where  it  was  gauged  and 
charged  with  duty  by  the  proper  Gauger 
in  charge,  or  by  the  supervisor,  the  assistant 
merely  looking  on. 

There  was  too  great  sameness  in  this  kind 
of  duty  to  suit  me.  I  wanted  more  variety 
and  more  excitement.  I  waited  patiently  for 
"  something  to  turn  up,"  so  that  I  should  get 
away  from  the  filth  and  stench  which,  more  or 
less,  belonged  to  soap  houses. 

My  superior  officer,  or  supervisor,  as  he  was 
officially  designated,  was  a  Welshman.  His 
mental  powers  were  not  remarkably  strong. 
He  had,  however,  plenty  of  muscular  strength, 
which  answered  his  purpose  as  well.  He  had 
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four  assistants  under  him,  one  or  more  of 
whom  he  generally  made  use  of  to  title  his 
books  and  make  out  the  accounts  and  forms 
which  he  had  to  transmit  to  head  quarters. 
He  was  a  bad  scribe  and  a  bad  book-keeper. 
He  entered  the  service  in  the  good  old  days 
of  close  boroughs ;  when  fitness  was  not  so 
much  a  consideration  as  it  is  under  present 
regulations. 

School  teaching  had  led  me  into  the  habit 
of  doing  things  in  a  methodical  and  careful 
manner.  The  supervisor  was  aware  of  this, 
and  knowing  too  that  I  wrote  a  tolerably  good 
plain  hand  and  had  some  knowledge  of  book- 
keeping, he  was  only  too  glad  to  give  me  a  job 
in  that  line,  which  I  was  ready  to  do,  for  two 
reasons, — to  please  him  and  to  improve 
myself.  This  willing  service  of  mine  was  the 
means  of  getting  me  away  from  the  abominable 
soap  houses. 

Whenever  the  supervisor  had  a  station 
vacant  from  any  cause,  he  placed  me  in 
charge  of  it,  where  there  was  general  business 
to  do,  and  this  I  greatly  preferred  to  the  dull 
monotony  of  watching  boiling  soap  coppers. 
With  this  relief  my  time  in  Liverpool  passed 
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away  pleasantly  enough.  It  was  only  of  short 
duration  there, — something  over  twelve  months 
— when  I  left  it  for  a  more  permanent  place 
on  promotion,  the  second  step  upwards. 

I  was  glad  to  remove  from  a  large  town 
and  take  up  my  abode  again  in  a  village. 
Barrowford,  near  Colne,  in  Lancashire,  was 
my  destination.  The  population  consisted 
principally  of  hand-loom  cotton  weavers,  very 
different  in  habits  and  ways  to  the  population 
in  the  rural  villages  of  an  agricultural  district. 
My  rank  was  termed  "  Ride  Officer."  My 
duty  was  to  look  after  three  malt-houses  in 
the  village  where  I  resided,  and  a  number  of 
small  brewers  scattered  here  and  there  over 
the  country,  say  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles 
from  Barrowford.  Publicans  mostly  brewed 
their  own  beer,  on  which  there  was  a  tax  of 
something  near  upon  three-pence  a  gallon — 
that  is  on  strong  beer  or  ale.  It  might  be 
supposed  that  hand-loom  weavers  were  a  most 
unlikely  class  to  engage  in  any  illicit  traffic  ; 
many  of  them  did,  however,  as  I  will  shew. 

The  tax  on  beer  that  I  have  just  alluded  to, 
tempted  lawless  persons  to  brew  privately  and 
sell  the  produce  by  retail  in  unlicensed  houses 
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designated  and  familiarly  known  as  "  Hush 
shops,"  where  the  very  scum  and  dregs  of 
society  used  to  frequent.  In  every  row  of 
cottages  there  would  be  one  or  more  of  these 
hush  shops.  They  were  pests  and  great 
nuisances  ;  more  so  on  Sundays  than  on  any 
other  day  of  the  week.  Clergymen  and  others 
would  come  to  me  with  sad  complaints  against 
these  places.  I  went  at  them  right  and  left, 
at  all  risk,  and  thinned  them  a  good  deal,  but 
could  not  extirpate  them  altogether.  I  was 
not  very  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  used  for 
putting  down  this  local  evil.  My  zeal  in  this 
case,  as  in  some  others,  was  not  regulated 
exactly  by  discretion. 

There  was  no  established  police,  and  I  had 
to  seek  the  aid  of  a  parish  constable.  On  one 
occasion,  on  a  Saturday,  we  made  a  raid  on  a 
few  of  the  most  notorious  of  these  abominable 
houses,  seized  all  the  beer  we  could  find,  and 
conveyed  it  away  to  the  nearest  public  house. 
This  proceeding  caused  great  consternation 
amongst  these  violators  of  the  law,  and  was 
the  means  of  knocking  on  the  head,  to  a  great 
extent,  their  illicit  traffic,  so  far  as  my  station 
extended.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  had 
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really  no  legal  authority  for  taking  such  an 
extreme  step.  That  I  placed  myself  in  an 
equivocal  position  there  could  be  no  doubt : 
but  my  right  of  seizure  was  not  questioned  by 
the  parties  affected  by  it,  which  was  fortunate 
for  me  ;  as  there  could  be  no  other  conclusion 
come  to  than  that  my  zeal  had  got  the  better 
of  my  discretion. 

The  repeal  of  the  beer  tax  annihilated 
"  Hush  shops."  Many  of  them  were  restored 
again  under  the  name  of  "  Beer-houses,"  by  the 
Act  which  was  passed  for  the  general  sale  of 
beer  simultaneously  with  the  repeal  of  the 
beer  tax.  That  the  passing  of  that  Act  was  a 
slip  in  legislation  is  generally  admitted,  and 
the  ill  effects  of  it  are  felt  to  the  present  day. 

The  mistake  of  the  legislature  was,  so  far 
as  my  experience  teaches  me,  in  giving  the 
Excise  sole  power  in  granting  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  beer.  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  his  Budget 
speech,  1862,  remarked,  and  I  believe  his 
remark  had  reference  to  this  matter,  that 
"  Excise  officers  alone  had  authority,  and  they 
were  the  most  objectionable  guardians  of 
public  order  and  morality."  The  power  of 
granting  these  licenses  is  now  vested  in 
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magistrates,  and  since  it  has  been  in  their 
hands  the  number  of  beer-houses  has  gradu- 
ally diminished,  whilst  much  better  order  is 
kept  in  those  that  remain.  I  do  not  consider 
it  would  be  wise  policy  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment to  use  too  great  pressure  with  the  view 
of  reducing  the  number  of  public-houses  and 
beer-shops,  as  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  such 
a  course  might  lead  to  illicit  traffic  and  the 
opening  of  "  Hush  shops  "  again,  the  same  as 
when  there  was  a  heavy  tax  on  beer. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  combat  the  question 
as  to  whether  a  "Permissive  Bill"  would 
remedy  the  evil  of  drunkenness  which 
undoubtedly  prevails.  The  long-established 
customs  of  a  country  cannot  be  changed  all 
at  once  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  as  the 
people  will  drink  beer  and  spirits,  they  will 
have  these  articles  somewhere,  and  better 
have  them  in  licensed  than  in  unlicensed 
houses.  I  rely  more  on  good  police  super- 
vision and  educating  the  people  as  a  means  of 
checking  drunkenness,  than  I  do  in  a  "  Per- 
missive Bill,"  which  might,  possibly,  lessen 
the  number  of  licensed  houses  without  mitiga- 
ting the  evils  of  drunkenness. 


CHAPTER     V. 

» 

T  LEFT  England  for  Scotland  in  1834,  on 
T"  promotion  to  a  division  at  Campbelton,  a 
town  in  Argylshire,  noted  for  its  many  distil- 
leries. When  I  went  there  first  the  number 
would  be  about  thirty.  A  very  large  revenue 
was  derived  from  them,  which  necessitated  a 
considerable  staff  of  Gaugers  to  look  after  it. 
Each  Gauger  had  a  distillery  and  a  certain 
number  of-  malt-houses  placed  under  his 
immediate  charge  and  inspection. 

Campbelton  whiskey  was  somewhat  cele- 
brated, and  was  in  great  request  both  in  the 
home  and  in  the  foreign  markets.  Distilled 
in  stills  of  small  size,  and  made  from  peat- 
dried  malt,  there  was  a  flavour  about  it 
peculiar  to  itself,  and  which  was  much  relished 
by  consumers  of  that  kind  of  spirit. 

The  peat-dried  malt  from  which  this  whiskey 
was  produced  was  made  from  grain  designated 
in  Scotland  "  Bere  or  Bigg,"  a  small  kind  of 
barley  grown  on  the  light  sandy  soil  of  that 
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country.  The  tax  on  that  description  of  malt 
was  something  like  one-fifth  less  than  that  on 
malt  made  from  barley,  a  kind  of  boon  or 
protection  to  the  grower  of  this  lighter 
kind  of  grain.  To  guard  against  any  abuse 
of  this  privilege,  and  to  prevent  imposition  on 
the  revenue,  stringent  and  vigorous  laws  were 
in  force  relating  to  malt,  subject  to  these 
different  rates  of  duty,  or  tax,  similar  to  the 
laws  applying  to  every  other  indirect  tax, 
which  were  found  very  difficult  strictly  to 
adhere  to  at  all  times  ;  especially  when  there 
happened  to  be  a  limited  supply  of  home- 
grown grain,  which  would  sometimes  be  the 
case  in  bad  harvests.  An  illustration  or  two 
will  be  sufficient  to  shew  how  these  laws 
affected  the  makers  of  malt. 

For  instance,  to  give  the  maltster  a  right  to 
the  lesser  tax  on  the  malt  made  from  bere  and 
bigg,  he  was  required  to  produce  to  the  Excise 
a  certificate  from  the  grower  of  such  grain, 
that  it  was  really  what  it  was  represented  to 
be. 

Then  again,  the  maltster  was  not  allowed 
to  malt  barley  and  bere  and  bigg  at  the  same 
time,  on  the  same  set  of  premises.  They 
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were  required  to  be  kept  entirely  apart,  which 
was  found  to  be  a  great  hindrance  to  business, 
and  led  to  infraction  of  the  law,  as  I  will 
presently  explain. 

The  supply  of  here  and  bigg  was  not  suffi- 
cient for  the  demand,  therefore  the  distillers 
and  maltsters  imported  barley  from  the  north 
of  Ireland,  which  is  of  easy  access  to 
Campbelton,  at  a  cost,  freight  included,  not 
much  over  that  for  the  lighter  grain,  here  and 
bigg.  The  difference  of  the  tax  on  the  two 
kinds  of  malt  was  a  temptation  to  attempt  to 
pass  barley  on  the  excise  for  here  and  bigg, 
which,  considering  the  regulations  I  have 
alluded  to,  was  not  easy  to  resist. 

A  smart  young  Irishman  whom  I  was 
friendly  with,  and  who  understood  more  about 
the  importation  of  barley  than  I  did,  suggested 
to  me  that  the  revenue  was  imposed  on  by 
that  system.  We  acted  in  concert,  and  by 
watching  carefully  the  stocks  of  grain,  bere 
and  bigg,  at  the  maltsters  under  our  survey, 
we  found  them  increase  much  beyond  what  the 
growers'  certificates  would  cover.  There  was 
sufficient  evidence  to  satisfy  us  that  barley 
was  being  introduced  into  stock  to  be  malted 
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under  the  regulations  applicable  to  the  lighter 
grain,  with  a  view  of  evading  the  higher  rate 
of  duty. 

In  every  case  where  we  considered  barley 
had  been  introduced  into  stock  surreptitiously, 
we  laid  the  whole  under  seizure,  much  to  the 
consternation  and  dismay  of  the  parties  impli- 
cated in  these  transactions,  and  to  the  distillers 
in  general  ;  as  much  surprised  indeed  were 
they  as  the  "  Hush  shop  "  men  in  Lancashire 
had  been  when  I  made  a  raid  on  them  and 
seized  the  beer  they  had  brewed  to  sell 
illegally. 

The  whole  trade  of  Campbelton  was  up  in 
arms  against  us  on  account  of  our  large 
seizure.  Landowners  and  proprietors  were  in 
our  favour,  and  in  the  prosecutions  that  ensued 
the  magistrates  who  adjudicated  were  land- 
owners, and  therefore  were  not  entirely 
disinterested.  The  onus  was  on  the  parties 
implicated,  to  prove  that  the  impounded  grain 
was  bere  and  bigg.  This  they  failed  to  do. 
They  were  fined  heavily,  and  in  addition 
forfeited  the  seizure. 

My  colleague  and  myself  were  commended 
by  the  whole  bench  of  magistrates  for  our 
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now  as  rather  equivocal,  when  I  think  of  the 
feeling  that  dictated  it.  Could  the  free  trade 
policy  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  which  has  proved  so 
successful,  have  been  foreshadowed  to  my 
mind,  I  should  have  strongly  recommended  its 
application  to  Campbelton  at  the  period  I  am 
writing  about.  I  would  have  advocated  an 
equalization  of  the  malt  duty,  a  free  import 
of  barley  for  malting  or  otherwise,  without 
restriction,  leaving  the  landlords  and  tenants 
to  settle  the  matter  of  rent  between  themselves. 
Blinded  somewhat  by  official  zeal  I  did  not 
view  the  matter  in  the  same  light  then  as  now, 
or  I  might  possibly  have  been  a  little  more 
forbearing. 

The  distillers  at  Campbelton  were  respect- 
able, intelligent,  clever  men  of  business,  and 
were  disposed,  I  believe,  to  render  to  Caesar 
the  things  belonging  to  Caesar.  The  town 
itself,  although  isolated,  I  considered  pleasant, 
and  the  splendid  deep  bay  at  its  entrance  is 
magnificent.  It  was  a  remarkably  cheap 
place  for  a  family  to  live  in,  and  had  I  been  a 
private  individual  instead  of  a  Gauger  I  could 
very  well  have  settled  down  there. 


I  had  grievously  offended  the  trade  in  the 
part  I  took  in  the  great  seizure  of  barley,  and 
had  to  endure  a  good  deal  of  petty  persecution 
by  reason  of  it.  This  I  expected.  I  had  no 
right  to  suppose  that  men  smarting  under 
severe  penalties,  inflicted  on  them  partly  by 
my  agency,  would  be  likely  to  offer  me  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  or  even  common 
civility.  I  could  not  help  this  ;  my  duty  was 
clearly  defined,  I  did  it,  and  braved  the 
consequences. 

There  was  an  absence  of  all  litigiousness 
connected  with  what  I  may  call  an  unpleasant 
duty.  I  had  no  personal  desire  of  a  conflict 
with  what  I  knew  to  be  a  powerful  interest  ; 
but  when  I  was  convinced  the  law  was  being 
evaded  and  the  revenue  defrauded,  I  could 
not  rest  satisfied  without  joining,  in  all  the 
vigour  I  could  command,  to  break  down  the 
system.  The  more  powerful  the  interest  I 
had  to  combat,  the  more  gratifying  to  my 
nature.  I  was  delighted  in  meeting  a  for- 
midable foe,  for  in  such  a  case  defeat  is  not 
ignoble,  whilst  victory  is  glorious. 

My  next  remove  was  to  Portobello,  a  pretty 
village  in  the  suburbs  of  Edinburgh,  to  survey 
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a  manufactory  where  flint  glass  was  made. 
The  tax  on  glass  was  difficult  to  levy,  and 
almost  as  annoying  as  the  tax  on  candles. 
There  was  a  staff  of  three  Gaugers  employed 
to  look  after  the  revenue  at  each  glass-house. 
One  of  us  was  in  close  attendance  eight  hours 
at  a  time,  night  and  day,  when  the  glass 
blowers  were  at  work,  to  see  that  all  the 
articles  that  were  made  were  put  into  the 
proper  annealing  arch,  from  which  they  were 
conveyed  into  a  weighing  room,  and  kept 
there  under  lock  and  key  of  the  Excise,  until 
they  were  weighed  and  duty  charged  on  them. 
This  weighing  business  was  a  very  stifling 
and  suffocating  affair,  something  akin  to  chim- 
ney sweeping  in  the  olden  times. 

Walking  round  the  inside  of  a  glass-house 
eight  hours  at  a  stretch,  where  there  was  a 
powerfully-heated  furnace,  was  not  an  easy 
duty  at  any  time  :  in  the  summer  months  it 
was  very  depressing.  There  was  a  watch 
box,  or  small  office,  to  retire  to  occasionally* 
where  one  could  take  a  nap  when  exhausted 
by  the  heat,  which  was  not  unusual.  But 
even  in  that  case  some  caution  was  necessary, 
for  to  be  found  asleep  on  duty  was  an  offence 
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that  could  not  be  overlooked.  The  supervisor 
was  required  to  make  unsuspected  nightly 
visits  to  the  glass-house  :  hence  there  was 
great  necessity  for  guarding  against  a  surprise. 
Awaking  suddenly  from  a  short  disturbed 
sleep  created  quite  a  sensation.  At  a  glance 
one  caught  a  view  of  the  bright  glowing 
heated  furnace,  heard  the  rattling  of  irons, 
the  singing,  shouting,  and  sometimes  cursing 
of  the  men,  and  the  bitter  piercing  cry  of  some 
lad  who  had  received  a  crack  on  the  head  for 
having  accidentally  let  fall  some  glass  vessel 
he  was  taking  to  the  annealing  arch.  Boys 
were  regularly  employed  for  that  duty.  With 
such  a  scene  before  me,  and  the  senses  not 
altogether  collected,  I  could  not  help  wishing 
myself  back  again  to  the  white-room  of  a 
print  works,  which  was  comparatively  a  para- 
dise, whilst  a  glass-house  I  considered  the 
very  opposite. 

Glass-blowers  were  a  class  to  themselves, 
and  although  they  did  not,  that  I  am  aware 
of,  belong  to  any  trades'  union,  they  would 
work  or  play  just  as  suited  them,  and  em- 
ployers appeared  to  have  little  or  no  control 
over  them. 
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From  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  trade  the 
men  worked  not  more  than  four  days  in  the 
week — from  Monday  to  Thursday — the  other 
days  being  spent  in  revelling  and  drunkenness. 
I  speak  of  them  as  a  class  :  there  were  good 
and  sober  men  amongst  them,  but  they  were 
the  exception.  They  made  great  wages  and 
spent  them  freely,  unfortunately  the  greater 
portion  in  drink.  This  may  be  ascribed  partly 
to  the  very  exhausting  work  they  had  to  do. 

There  came  a  depression  in  the  glass  trade ; 
the  proprietor  of  the  house  I  was  in  part 
charge  of  closed  it,  and  I  was  sent  elsewhere. 

My  services  being  no  longer  required  at  the 
glass-works  I  had  to  rest  from  duty  awhiler 
and  wait  for  another  appointment.  I  was  not 
desirous  of  removing  far  away,  as  I  had  a 
young  family,  and  I  considered  that  would  be 
a  consideration  with  the  authorities,  as 
regarded  expense,  so  that  I  felt  tolerably  sure 
I  should  not  be  sent  many  miles  distant.  In 
that  I  was  deceived,  for  greatly  to  my  surprise 
and  disappointment,  I  was  appointed  to 
Brackla,  in  Nairnshire,  which  could  not  be 
reached  under  three  days  travelling,  to  take 
official  charge  of  a  distillery  there,  well  known 
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throughout  Scotland,  and  I  may  say  England 
and  Ireland,  as  "  The  Royal  Brackla  Distil- 
lery." The  distiller,  a  retired  captain  of  the 
army,  was  as  well  known  as  his  distillery,  by 
name  at  least,  on  account  of  the  disputes  he 
was  continually  engaged  in  with  the  Excise. 

I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  believe  my  appoint- 
ment had  anything  special  about  it,  I  dare  say 
it  was  in  the  ordinary  course  of  rotation. 
Whether  or  not,  I  know  that  I  never  encount- 
ered a  man  either  in  or  out  of  the  service  that 
tested  my  courage,  my  prudence,  or  my  hon- 
esty, more  than  this  same  distiller.  He  was 
not  an  ordinary  man.  He  was,  as  I  have 
already  said,  a  retired  captain,  had  served 
in  the  Peninsular  war  under  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  and  when  it  is  considered  the  kind 
of  discipline  the  Duke  maintained,  it  may 
be  imagined  the  captain  would  catch  something 
of  the  same  spirit. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

TT  was  on  a  beautiful  summer's  evening 
when  I  first  arrived  at  Brackla  with  my 
family.  Those  who  have  visited  the  north  of 
Scotland  in  the  summer  season  will  know 
something  of  the  grandeur  of  the  evenings 
there. 

To  me,  a  Lincolnshire  man,  used  to  the 
tame  scenery  of  that  county,  the  views  about 
Brackla  appeared,  at  first  sight,  magnificent. 
The  place  itself  was  insignificant  enough ;  a 
few  scattered  houses  here  and  there.  The 
distillery  and  the  distiller's  house  were  the 
most  conspicuous  buildings  in  the  place. 
Cawdor,  with  its  ancient  castle,  around  which 
cluster  many  interesting  historical  associations, 
was  not  a  mile  distant.  This  fact  alone  made 
me  feel  a  kind  of  reverence  for  the  place. 
This  feeling'  was  somewhat  modified  when  I 
found  the  kind  of  dwelling  I  was  to  have  for 
my  future  abode.  It  was  one  of  three  cot- 
tages in  a  row,  with  mud  walls,  mud  floors, 
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open  chimneys,  and  thatched  with  heather, 
and  in  a  dilapidated  state. 

The  distiller  was  required  by  law,  to  provide 
a  house  for  the  Gauger,  but  as  he  was  rarely 
on  very  amiable  terms  with  that  individual,  he 
did  not  contribute  much  to  his  comfort.  I  may 
remark  here  that  the  rent  of  the  house  was 
paid  by  the  Government.  There  was  no  stipu- 
lation about  repairs,  I  believe,  which  would 
have  been  the  case  in  a  contract  betwixt  man 
and  man.  The  Government  would  without 
doubt  expect  a  rented  tenement  to  be  kept  in 
proper  repair. 

My  wife  was  rather  cast  down  at  the 
appearance  of  our  habitation.  I  was,  how- 
ever, glad  to  get  in  anywhere,  for  she  and  five 
young  children,  their  ages  varying  from  two 
years  to  eight,  had  been  cribbed  up  three  days 
and  three  nights  in  the  ladies'  cabin  of  a  small 
steam  packet.  As  bad  luck  would  have  it,  the 
children  started  on  their  journey,  all  of  them, 
with  the  whooping  cough,  so  that  when  they 
reached  Brackla  they  were  tired  out.  Luckily 
my  predecessor  left  a  large  boarded  bedstead, 
common  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  which 
he  let  me  have  for  a  few  shillings  ;  a  good 


78 

speculation  I  considered  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

With  the  rugs  and  cloaks  we  brought  with 
us,  I  made  the  best  bed  I  could  in  the  tumbril- 
shaped  bedstead,  and  pitched  the  children  into 
it  higgledy  piggledy,  and  rest  assured  they 
were  soon  in  dream-land.  My  wife  and  I 
waited  for  our  furniture,  which  we  expected 
would  arrive  from  Inverness  sometime  during 
the  night.  We  now  and  then  took  a  peep  at 
the  children,  sound  asleep  as  tops  they  were, 
and  so  intermingled  and  entwined  that  it  was 
difficult  to  determine  which  was  which.  An 
artist  would  have  been  in  ecstasy  in  sketching 
such  a  scene.  The  whooping  cough  soon  left 
them.  Travelling  by  sea,  together  with  the 
change  of  air,  produced  a  sudden  cure  ;  so 
that  one  benefit  was  derived  from  my  remove 
as  a  set-off  against  the  misery  attending  it — 
or  rather  emanating  from  it. 

My  abode  was  pleasant  enough  as  regards 
situation.  It  was  close  on  the  main  road  from 
Inverness  to  Nairn,  and  at  the  top  of  a  narrow 
lane  leading  to  "  The  Royal  Brackla  Distil- 
lery." Over  the  principal  entrance  to  the 
distillery,  the  first  thing  that  struck  me  was  a 
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large  swing  sign  with  the  Royal  arms  gor- 
geously painted  thereon,  that  symbol  denoting 
that  the  captain  was  distiller  to  the  Royal 
household.  The  distillery  plant  presented  an 
appearance  of  costly  arrangement,  and  shewed 
that  a  prosperous  trade  was  being  carried  on 
there. 

On  my  first  visit  the  captain  made  up  to  me 
and  remarked  that  he  was  glad  to  have  an 
Englishman  to  survey  his  establishment ;  he 
was  sure  we  should  get  on  well  together, 
and  that  I  had  his  hearty  good  wishes.  I  had 
been  reminded  previously  that  the  captain 
could  be  specious  and  use  soft  winning 
words  when  it  suited  his  purpose.  To  test 
his  good  wishes  I  reminded  him  of  the  state 
of  my  house,  and  hoped  he  would  put  it  in 
proper  repair.  He  promised  he  would,  and 
was  as  good  as  his  word. 

There  was,  in  the  personal  appearance  of 
the  captain,  something  striking,  not  readily  to 
be  forgotten.  He  was  a  tall,  muscular,  big- 
framed  man.  His  eyes  were  large  and  full, 
but  not  clear  nor  expressive.  His  voice  was 
deep  and  somewhat  husky,  and  when  he 
spoke  it  was  in  a  commanding  way,  especially 
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to  those  of  an  inferior  position  in  life  to  him- 
self. I  was  not  charmed  with  his  manner ; 
I  felt  that  he  was  no  common  man  I  should 
have  to  deal  with  in  my  official  transactions 
with  him. 

The  revenue  laws  generally  are  stringent 
and  vigorous,  those  which  apply  to  distillers 
particularly  so,  interfering  as  they  do  with  the 
freedom  of  trade,  and  well  calculated  to  pro- 
voke a  spirit  of  opposition  from  those  sub- 
ject to  them.  The  captain,  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  command  until  it  had  become 
part  of  his  nature,  chafed  sorely  at  being 
compelled  to  submit  to  laws  enforced  by  a 
poor  humble  Gauger.  He  did  not,  or  seemed 
not  to  understand  that  his  military  rank 
was  not  to  be  taken  into  account  in  his 
capacity  of  distiller.  He  entered  on  that 
business  with  a  view  to  profit,  and  no 
exception  could  be  made  in  his  case  to 
exempt  him  from  the  regulations  all  other 
distillers  were  subject  to.  I  was  not  the 
person,  at  least,  to  relax  the  laws  to  meet 
his  notions,  and  had  I  been  ever  so  disposed 
to  act  with  leniency,  he  was  not  the  man  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  favour. 
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The  captain's  whiskey  had  a  great  name  ; 
it  fetched  the  best  price  in  the  market.  It 
was  kept  in  stock  long  enough  to  improve  its 
flavour,  but  in  securing  age  he  lost  something 
by  evaporation.  He  had  a  keen  eye  to  profit 
and  loss,  and  this  loss  by  evaporation,  which 
he  could  not  control,  was  a  great  grief  to  him, 
as  he  had  the  tax  to  pay  on  it.  He  considered 
it  no  wrong  to  make  up  this  deficiency  irre- 
spective of  law.  He  was  not  alone  in  that 
view ;  and  this  was  the  chief  if  not  the  sole 
cause  of  our  long  and  bitter  strife.  It  was  my 
duty  to  see  the  laws  enforced,  irrespective  of 
his  notions  of  equity ;  in  short,  I  had  no 
discretionary  power  in  the  matter. 

It  was  impossible  to  cultivate  a  friendly  spirit 
with  the  captain.  He  required  of  me  conces- 
sions I  would  not  yield,  and  because  I  stood 
firm  to  my  post  and  recorded  every  infringement 
of  the  law  I  discovered,  his  old  military  spirit 
was  provoked,  and  he  became  haughty,  im- 
perious and  tyrannical.  He  considered  the 
laws  vexatious,  some  of  them  at  all  events  ; 
and  I  dare  say  thought  within  himself  there 
was  as  much  honour  in  the  breach  as  in  the 
observance  of  them  ;  and  when  his  men  were 
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detected  in  any  illegal  act,  as  they  were  too 
frequently,  he  expected  me  to  wink  at  it.  Not 
so,  however.  I  recorded  every  irregularity  I 
discovered,  and  the  captain  by  his  stubborn- 
ness and  self-will,  was  time  after  time  mulcted 
in  fines  as  much  in  amount  as  would  have 
covered  all  his  trade  losses. 

He  was  soured  in  his  temper  by  my  pro- 
ceedings, and  vented  much  of  his  ill  nature  on 
me.  I  was  watched  closely,  and  when  I  made 
a  mistake  of  any  kind,  no  matter  how  trivial, 
he  would  demand  an  investigation  of  it  by  my 
superior  officer ;  so  that  I  was  often  placed 
in  a  position  of  peril.  His  men,  who  were 
necessarily  subservient  to  him,  would  be  his 
witnesses,  whilst  I  could  only  defend  myself 
by  my  own  bare  word.  Whether  the  collector 
and  supervisor  who  came  over  to  Brackla  to 
investigate  the  complaints  sometimes  made 
against  me,  were  in  fear  of  the  captain,  I  will 
not  venture  to  say,  but  I  know  I  was  not 
cheered  by  their  presence.  These  enquiries 
did  me  but  little,  if  any  harm,  for  the  captain 
mostly  failed  in  establishing  his  charges. 

The  time  came  at  last  when  this  man  had 
me,  as  he  thought,  under  his  thumbs.  One 
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night  he  sustained  a   loss   of  a   considerable 
quantity  of  spirits  at  his  distillery,   by   reason 
of  a  certain  pipe  leading  to  one   of  the  stills 
having  been,  by  some  mischance   or    misad- 
venture, left  open  when  it  ought  to  have  been 
closed.     The  captain  charged  me  with  contri- 
buting to  the  accident,  as  he  looked  upon  it  as 
my  duty  to  have  closed  the  pipe  in   question. 
He    therefore    called    upon    me,    through   his 
solicitor,  to  make  good  the  loss.     I  repudiated 
entirely  my  liability.     This  led  to  a  prosecution 
against  me  for  damages.     I  defended  the  case 
through  the  ablest  solicitor  I   could  find,   and 
judgment  was  given  in   my  favour.     It  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  describe  the  trouble, 
the    anxiety,    the     care — saying     nothing    of 
the    expense — this    affair   occasioned   me.      I 
have  had  nothing  like  it  in  the  whole    course 
of    my   experience  ;    and   if    I    had  not   been 
confident  and  determined  I  must  have  broken 
down.     This  happened  more  than  thirty  years 
ago.       I    have,    however,    kept    the    written 
defence  made  by  my  solicitor,  as  a   specimen 
of  what  Scotch  law  is  ;    very  procrastinating, 
as  most   persons  will   know  who   have   been 
unlucky  enough  as  I  have  been  to  be  mixed  up 
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with  it.  When  this  loss  of  spirits  happened, 
which  I  was  expected  to  make  good,  I  was  not 
near  the  distillery,  but  there  was  a  tap  on  the 
pipe  referred  to,  which  I  had  to  do  with ; 
this  was  deemed  sufficient  by  the  captain  to 
make  me  responsible  for  his  loss.  He  failed 
in  his  attempt  as  I  have  shewn. 

If  that  bitter  spirit  of  opposition  towards 
me,  which  seemed  to  actuate  the  captain,  had 
been  confined  to  our  relative  positions  as 
distiller  and  Gauger,  I  should  not  have  minded 
it  one  tittle.  He  extended  it  to  private 
matters  as  well,  which  was  very  contemptible 
in  a  man  of  his  position. 

The  people  at  Brackla  generally  were 
dependent  on  him  one  way  or  other.  They 
were  afraid  to  do  me  or  my  family  any  little 
favour.  Nairn,  the  nearest  town,  five  miles 
away,  I  had  to  go  to  for  groceries  and  meat. 
The  captain's  men  went  there  with  whiskey, 
but  would  scarcely  dare  to  bring  a  parcel  for 
me.  I  had  my  friends  among  his  workmen 
nevertheless,  who  would  risk  a  good  deal  to 
serve  me.  Their  wages  were  immoderately 
low.  I  used  to  aid  them  or  their  families 
a  little  now  and  then,  as  far  as  my  means 
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would  allow,  so  that  I  had  a  certain  influence 
over  them  which  the  captain  could  not  control. 

This  state  of  things  was  not  pleasant. 
There  could  be  no  comfort  for  my  family, 
placed  as  they  were  amongst  total  strangers 
speaking  a  different  language — Gaelic  was  the 
prevailing  idiom — and  all  of  them  under  the 
influence  of  a  man  with  whom  I  was  continu- 
ally at  war.  Moreover  the  continual  wear  and 
tear  of  mind  and  body  was  more  than  I  could 
long  sustain.  I  therefore  considered  it  pru- 
dent to  get  away  from  the  place  as  soon  as  I 
could.  I  had  not  been  there  much  over  two 
years,  but  they  were  long  years,  equal  to 
double  or  treble  that  time  in  any  other  place 
or  situation  that  I  was  ever  employed  in. 

The  captain  was  a  man  of  influence.  He 
was  an  admitted  guest  in  the  Earl  of  Cawdor's 
family,  when  they  came  down  to  Cawdor 
Castle  for  the  season.  He  was  chairman  of 
the  bench  of  magistrates  in  the  division  of 
Nairn,  and  otherwise  exercised  considerable 
power  in  the  county.  He  was  arbitrary, 
overbearing,  and  impatient  of  control.  His 
military  training  unfitted  him  for  trade,  espe- 
cially that  of  a  distiller,  as  the  very  stringent 
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regulations  pertaining  to  that  occupation  were 
well  calculated  to  lash  a  spirit  like  his 
into  fury.  To  his  friends  he  was  warm-hearted, 
and  to  his  dependants  generous,  —  those  of 
them  at  least  who  could  submit  to  his  impa- 
tient temper;  and  had  I  belonged  to  that  class 
I  should  most  likely  have  shared  his  favours. 

His  son,  who  succeeded  to  the  distillery  at 
his  father's  death,  treated  me  with  great  re- 
spect, and  did  all  he  could  to  induce  the  captain 
to  submit  to  the  regulations  which  governed 
the  trade,  and  which  he  knew  it  was  my  duty 
to  enforce. 

I  removed  to  Whitehaven,  in  Cumberland, 
at  my  own  request.  The  morning  I  left 
Brackla,  the  captain  was  walking  in  the  front 
of  his  house,  in  his  usual  military  stately  way. 
I  waved  my  hat  to  him,  and  gave  a  loud 
hearty  hurrah,  in  which  my  children  as 
heartily  joined,  when  the  conveyance  we  were 
in  rattled  away,  and  I  parted  with  the  gallant 
captain  for  ever.  I  saw  afterwards  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  death  in  the  "  Times," 
and  repeated  in  all  sincerity  the  words  Requi 
escat  in  pace,  when  I  read  the  account. 
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Whitehaven  is  not  the  place  a  person  would 
select  from  choice  for  a  permanent  residence, 
but  being  in  England  was  sufficient  to  recon- 
cile me  to  it.  I  found  my  duties  comparatively 
pleasant,  being  confined  principally  to  taking 
account  of  Whiskey  imported  from  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  and  of  goods  exported  to  other  coun- 
tries on  draw-back.  No  night  work  as  at 
distilleries,  and  no  responsibility  as  regards 
locks  and  keys,  for  which  I  had  almost  an 
instinctive  abhorrence.  Having  to  transact 
business  with  merchants  who  were  practical 
men,  there  was  not  that  distrust  which  too 
often  arises  when  having  to  do  with  persons 
of  an  opposite  character.  With  the  plain 
and  simple  duties  I  had  to  discharge,  and 
knowing  when  my  work  was  done,  I  felt  an 
immense  relief  from  the  turmoil  and  vexation 
I  had  experienced  for  the  last  two  years. 

There  was  a  comfortable  office,  which  was 
occupied  by  myself  and  the  supervisor  of  the 
district,  who  was  a  very  intelligent  and  kind 
man  ;  he  had  to  travel  great  distances  in  the 
country,  and  was  frequently  from  home  days 
together.  I  did  most  of  his  in-door  work, 
such  as  posting  and  making  out  his  accounts, 


preparing  the  necessary  forms  for  the  chief 
departments,  and  managing  his  correspon- 
dence ;  a  great  relief  to  him  and  very  improv- 
ing to  me.  I  remained  at  Whitehaven  about 
three  years,  the  quietest  period  of  my  life,  and 
was  then  ordered  up  to  the  head  office  in  . 
London,  to  be  examined  for  a  supervisorship. 
I  was  pretty  well  versed  in  the  duties  of  a 
supervisor,  so  that  I  found  the  examination 
tolerably  easy,  and  passed  it  successfully. 


CHAPTER     VII. 

IV  /TY  probationary  course  at  the  head  office 
occupied  me  some  little  time  over  a 
year,  and  at  the  termination  I  was  appointed 
supervisor  to  Langholme,  a  town  in  Dumfrie- 
shire,  in  Scotland.  My  district  comprised 
within  it  some  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
poet  Burns  travelled  in  his  capacity  of  Excise- 
man. Now  and  then  I  met  one  or  other  that 
had  been  personally  acquainted  with  the 
poet,  who  interested  me  with  the  recital  of 
many  of  his  sayings  and  doings. 

Mine  was  a  border  district.  I  had  five  out- 
stations,  varying  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles 
apart.  To  reach  them  I  had  to  travel  through 
deep  glens,  over  high  craggy  mountains  and 
dreary  moors,  neither  house  nor  man  to  be 
seen  for  miles  ;  everything  remarkably  quiet 
and  still,  excepting  now  and  then  I  should  be 
startled  with  the  sudden  rise  of  black  game 
and  pheasants,  so  near  to  me  as  to  be  within 
reach  of  my  driving  whip. 
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Besides  my  staff,  there  was  a  staff  of  officers 
and  a  superintendent,  specially  selected  for  the 
border  service.  Their  duty  was  to  prevent  or 
detect  the  illegal  removal  of  whiskey  from 
Scotland  to  England,  I  was  required  to  meet 
these  officers  occasionally,  by  appointment, 
to  consult  with  them  on  revenue  matters, 
and  these  meetings  generally  were  held  at 
some  comfortable  inn.  On  such  occasions 
the  veteran  officers  would  interest  me  with 
their  description  of  the  desperate  encounters 
they  had  had  with  smugglers,  overdrawn  a 
little,  I  dare  say,  under  the  influence  of  an 
extra  glass  of  whiskey  toddy,  which  these 
meetings  sometimes  necessitated.  I  look  back 
to  that  period  of  my  official  life  as  not  the 
least  pleasurable  part  of  it. 

Although  my  district  was  wide,  the  travel- 
ling dangerous  and  difficult,  and  although  it 
tasked  my  physical  powers  to  the  utmost — 
more  indeed,  at  times,  than  I  could  well 
endure — yet  there  was  a  pleasant  excitement 
connected  with  my  duties  in  this  wild  border 
country,  so  much  in  consonance  with  my 
disposition  and  feelings,  that  I  struggled 
against  difficulties  and  hardships  more  on 


that  account  perhaps  than  I  otherwise  should 
have  done. 

Reverting  to  the  old  coaching  days,  before 
the  "  Iron  steam  horse  "  became  general,  one 
is  reminded  of  many  pleasing  incidents  which 
happened  on  the  road  at  that  period. 

Should  any  old  traveller  by  coach  from 
Carlisle  to  Edinburgh  read  my  book,  it  will 
bring  to  his  recollection  that  famous  road-side 
posting  house  at  Moss-paul,  about  half  way 
between  Langholm  and  Hawick.  It  was  kept 
by  a  border  man,  a  fine  specimen  of  his  class, 
who  rented  a  large  sheep  farm  under  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh,  as  his  ancestors  had  done 
before  him.  He  was  a  generous  hospitable 
fellow,  and  his  house  afforded  the  very  best 
accommodation  both  for  man  and  horse.  He 
horsed  most  of  the  coaches  on  that  north 
road,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  proprietors 
of  them.  His  two  eldest  sons — "  chips  of  the 
old  block  "  —were  both  of  them  coachmen, 
and  better  whips  there  could  not  be.  Trained 
from  their  early  youth  to  riding  and  driving, 
and  bold  and  daring  withal,  they  could  not 
fail  in  becoming  experts  in  that  line  of  occu- 
pation, and  figuring  as  two  of  the  best  whips 
on  the  road. 
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It  was  really  a  beautiful  sight  to  witness  a 
coach  leave  Mosspaul.  The  horses  were  the 
pick  of  the  country,  their  skins  bright  and 
smooth  as  velvet,  the  harness  on  them  the  best 
that  could  be  made. and  richly  mounted.  The 
coachman  was  as  spruce  as  his  horses.  He 
had  no  sooner  gathered  the  "  ribbons  "  in  his 
hand,  in  a  style  that  must  be  witnessed  to  be 
appreciated,  then  he  vaulted  to  his  seat,  and 
at  a  given  signal  the  stable  boys  slipped  the 
rugs,  and  after  a  little  prancing  the  horses 
were  off  at  a  dashing  pace  of  twelve  miles  an 
hour. 

I  was  often  a  passenger  by  coach,  and  when 
there  was  opposition  on  the  road,  which  was 
not  uncommon,  a  race  would  sometimes  occur, 
very  exciting  it  is  true,  but  very  alarming  to 
timid  passengers  ;  and  those  whose  nerves 
were  strongest  could  not  be  altogether  insen- 
sible to  the  danger  attending  coach  racing. 
For  myself  I  had  a  wholesome  fear  of  a  turn 
over,  having  once  experienced  a  casualty  of 
that  kind.  Travelling  by  coach  once  between 
Nottingham  and  Derby — in  1825  I  believe  it 
was,  two  coaches  raced.  The  one  I  was  on 
was  toppled  over  an  embankment  into  a  grass 
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field.  The  coachman  had  his  collar  bone 
broken,  and  an  Irishman  a  foot  crushed,  and 
I  well  recollect  he  cried  out  in  the  way  an 
Irishman  only  can,  "I'm  kilt!  I'm  kilt!" 
These  were  the  only  persons  injured,  which 
was  wonderful  considering  the  ugly  character 
of  the  accident.  I  might  well  be  afraid  of 
another  spill  ;  so  when  a  race  did  happen  and 
I  on  the  box  seat,  I  used  to  clutch  the  arm  of 
the  coachman  convulsively  by  way  of  security. 
Mosspaul  was  my  half-way-house.  Whoever 
was  a  guest  there  as  I  was,  will  bear  testi- 
mony with  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  best 
road-side  houses  of  the  time. 

Gretna-green,  once  more  famous  than  it  is 
now,  was  in  my  district.  It  was  another  half- 
way-house for  me,  between  Annan,  where  I 
had  a  station,  and  Langholm.  The  old  black- 
smith, who  welded  together  in  one  the  votaries 
of  hymen,  had  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  His 
successor,  whom  I  became  familiar  with,  was 
a  different  personage  altogether,  I  imagine  so 
at  least.  He  was  clerical  looking,  to  say 
nothing  more,  and  just  the  man  to  spend  an 
hour  with  comfortably.  He  was  quite  commu- 
nicative when  we  were  enjoying  ourselves  over 
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a  glass  of  whiskey  toddy,  and  having  what  I 
may  term  the  "  Styrrup  glass."  He  would 
relate  with  much  humour  many  stirring 
incidents  he  had  witnessed  of  various  couples 
who  had  crossed  the  border  to  have  the  nuptial 
knot  tied  at  Gretna-green.  The  hall  was 
simply  an  inn,  a  comfortable  place  indeed  to 
visit,  the  associations  connected  with  it  render- 
ing it  a  place  of  pleasant  resort. 

Sark  toll-bar,  in  close  proximity  to  Gretna, 
was  another  place  at  which  the  marriage  knot 
was  tied.  Those  who  repaired  thither  with 
that  object  were  lower  down  the  scale  in  rank 
than  those  who  went  to  Gretna-green.  The 
Sark  toll-gate  keeper  was  licensed  to  sell 
spirits,  the  same  as  inn-keepers  are  ;  I  had 
therefore  to  visit  him  to  take  account  of  his 
stock.  It  was  my  good  fortune  on  one  or 
more  of  these  visits  to  be  called  forward  to  be 
an  attesting  witness  to  a  marriage  of  some 
runaway  couple  who  had  sought  Sark  toll-bar 
as  the  nearest  point  where  they  could  be  made 
one. 

This  toll-bar  man  was  a  quaint,  comical, 
jovial,  good-hearted  fellow.  He  could  tell  me 
of  this  and  that  runaway  wedding ;  of  one 


95 

exasperated  father  having  relays  of  post  horses 
on  the  road,  to  hasten  his  speed  in  order  to 
reach  Gretna  in  time  to  prevent  a  fugitive 
daughter  getting  married,  and  of  his  having 
forcibly  and  ruthlessly  torn  her  away  from  her 
lover  before  they  had  time  to  get  joined 
in  holy  wedlock  ;  of  some  other  parent  or 
guardian  reaching  the  scene  of  action  in 
breathless  haste,  only  to  find  that  the  old 
blacksmith  had  done  his  part  of  the  business 
effectually,  and  the  runaways  were  off,  it  was 
not  known  whither. 

It  was  not  only  runaway  weddings  my 
comical  friend  could  dilate  on  with  so  much 
glee.  He  could  also  relate  with  the  same 
ardour  most  exciting  and  interesting  tales  of 
border  smuggling.  He  had  himself  been 
acquainted  with  a  few  of  the  desperados  who 
were  famous  in  that  lawless  kind  of  traffic.  At 
one  time,  by  strategy  and  tact,  they  defeated  the 
vigilance  of  the  border  officers  and  passed 
over  certain  kegs  of  whiskey  without  detection. 
At  another  time  the  officers  would  come  upon 
a  band  of  smugglers  by  surprise,  and  make 
a  large  seizure  of  spirits,  but  not  without  a 
desperate  encounter  it  may  easily  be  imagined, 
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when  both  sides  would  suffer  more  or  less  in 
the  conflict.-  This  kind  of  warfare  was 
cut  short  by  the  very  simple  process  of 
equalising  the  tax  on  British  spirits ;  wise 
legislation,  it  must  be  admitted,  because  it  not 
only  knocked  border  smuggling  on  the  head, 
but  it  disbanded  a  large  army  of  officers 
employed  to  prevent  it. 

The  law  that  gave  authority  to  toll-gate  keep- 
ers in  Scotland  to  sell  whisky  by  retail,  under 
a  licence,  was  not  the  best  that  could  have 
been  devised  for  promoting  morality  among 
the  people.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  past 
legislation  in  the  matter  of  licenses  leaned  in 
the  direction  of  the  Exchequer,  rather  than  in 
improving  the  moral  condition  of  the  people  ; 
in  fact  to  "  Bleed  gold  for  Ministers  to  sport 
away." 

The  law  of  course  imposes  certain  stringent 
regulations  on  these  toll-gate  keepers,  as  to 
keeping  good  order  in  their  houses,  and  heavy 
penalties  for  selling  whiskey  without  a  license. 
In  small  toll-houses,  at  places  remote  from  a 
main  road,  where  it  would  not  pay  to  take  out 
one  of  these  licenses,  a  little  business  would 
be  done  here  and  there  on  the  quiet,  without 
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one,  as  the  following  anecdote,  which  was 
told  me  about  Burns,  when  he  was  a  Gauger, 
will  illustrate.  The  poet  received  information 
from  some  quarter,  that  an  old  woman  who 
kept  a  toll-house  in  a  remote  quiet  place 
was  selling  whiskey  without  the  necessary 
authority.  He  made  a  purposed  visit  to  her, 
stepped  into  the  house,  and  in  an  off-hand  way 
asked  for  bread  and  cheese  and  a  gill  of  whis- 
key, which  were  instantly  served  to  him.  Hav- 
ing finished  his  repast  he  asked  what  there  was 
to  pay.  "  Sixpence  for  the  bread  and  cheese," 
the  old  woman  cautiously  replied.  "  What  for 
the  whiskey?"  Burns  as  cautiously  asked. 
11  Nothing  at  all  for  the  whiskey,"  replied  the 
old  woman.  It  is  said  the  poet  was  amused 
at  her  cunning,  and  admitted  he  had  been 
fairly  outwitted  by  her. 

There  was  much  in  the  character  of  these 
border  people  and  their  mode  of  living  which 
I  greatly  admired.  I  got  to  understand  them 
very  well,  and  they  me,  so  that  I  had  little  or 
no  difficulty  to  encounter  in  the  execution  of 
my  official  duties.  I  had  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence at  Langholm — a  convenient  and  good 
house,  a  productive  garden  with  a  fine  trout 


98 

stream  running  alongside  it,  and  a  paddock 
for  my  horse,  at  an  almost  nominal  rent — so 
that  I  had  nothing  more  to  desire  on  that 
head.  Provisions  were  cheap  and  plentiful, 
and  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  I 
could  not  have  found  a  more  suitable  place  in 
which  to  bring  up  my  family.  Moreover,  I 
had  reached  a  position  in  the  service  as  high— 
indeed  I  may  say  higher  than  I  first  calculated 
on  reaching,  and  having  been  tossed  about 
from  pillar  to  post,  at  great  inconvenience  and 
expense,  and  sometimes  under  very  trying 
circumstances,  I  concluded  that  I  could  not  do 
better  than  settle  down  quietly  on  the  Scotch 
borders.  It  was  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  felt 
an  inclination  to  seriously  settle  down  any- 
where, and  probably  that  feeling  had  some- 
thing of  romance  about  it.  I  was  amongst 
people  whose  traditions  were  of  an  exciting 
and  of  a  romantic  character,  just  suited  to  my 
taste  and  habits,  and  that  determined  me  to 
share  my  lot  with  a  race  who  retained  much 
of  the  feudal  spirit  of  a  bygone  age.  I  had 
only  just  come  to  this  resolve,  when  to  my 
great  surprise  and  astonishment  I  again 
received  marching  orders  for  England. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

"\  \  7ITHOUT  any  solicitation  on  my  part, 
*  *  and  without  any  expectation  of  the  kind, 
I  was  appointed  supervisor  of  VVandsworth 
district,  one  of  the  most  important  stations  of 
that  class  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I  had  not 
the  remotest  thought  of  being  selected  for  it  ; 
and  it  is  not  false  modesty  when  I  say  that  I 
had  no  special  qualifications  for  the  office, 
unless  perseverance,  industry,  and  a  proper 
sense  of  duty,  were  considered  special  qualifi- 
cations. Had  I  consulted  my  own  feelings 
alone  I  should  most  certainly  have  declined 
the  appointment ;  but  I  had  the  interest  of 
my  family  to  consider,  and  believing  that  a  re- 
moval to  England  might  prove  an  advantage  to 
them,  I  accepted  the  appointment,  not  with- 
out some  regret  at  leaving  the  borders,  where 
I  was  happy  and  comfortable. 

Wandsworth,  in  Surrey,  is  about  six  miles 
from  London,  Those  who  have  rowed  up  the 
river  Thames,  or  gone  by  steam  boat  from 
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Battersea  to  Putney,  will  have  observed  an 
extensive  range  of  buildings  midway  between 
these  two  places,  on  the  Surrey  side  of  the 
river.  This  range  constitutes  what  is  pretty 
generally  known  byname,  "  Wands  worth  dis- 
tillery " — where  raw  grain  spirits  in  immense 
quantities  are  produced  and  sent  to  the  Recti- 
fiers, in  London,  to  be  made  into  gin  and 
other  similar  compounds.  The  revenue  derived 
at  this  one  establishment  from  the  tax  on 
distilled  spirits  is  almost  fabulous.  I  was 
appointed  to  this  place  to  look  after  the 
revenue,  and  had  a  staff  of  four  other  officials 
to  assist  in  the  same  duty. 

When  I  first  entered  the  distillery,  I  was 
astonished  and  amazed  at  its  magnitude.  The 
extensive  and  ponderous  machinery,  all  worked 
by  steam  power,  fairly  bewildered  me ;  and 
"  Coffey's  distilling  apparatus,"  so  different 
to  the  old-fashioned  stills  I  had  been  used  to, 
was  so  far  beyond  my  comprehension  that  I 
could  not  help  thinking  I  was  not  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place,  and  wishing  myself 
back  again  "  Over  the  borders." 

Again,  the  class  of  men  I  must  necessarily 
come  constantly  in  contact  with  in  my  official 
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capacity,  I  could  plainly  perceive  to  be  very 
different  in  every  way  to  any  I  had  yet  en- 
countered. The  distiller  himself  was  a  remark- 
ably clever,  active  man  of  business,  with  plenty 
of  energy  and  spirit.  He  was  the  controlling 
power  over  everything  connected  with  his  large 
establishment.  He  had,  it  is  true,  clever  and 
confidential  persons  about  him,  devoted  to  his 
service  ;  and  his  ordinary  workmen  were  the 
very  best  that  could  be  had  ;  they  were  paid 
good  wages,  and  consequently  were  good 
workers  ;  and  it  was  rarely  that  a  man  left  the 
distillery  at  his  own  wish.  Looking  at  the 
class  of  men  I  should  have  to  do  with,  so  diff- 
erent in  every  respect  to  any  I  had  heretofore 
mixed  with,  and  then  the  large  factory  itself, 
with  all  its  complicated  machinery,  and  again 
at  the  circumstances  under  which  .1  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  place,  I  felt,  as  it  may  be 
imagined,  that  a  grave  responsibility  rested 
upon  me,  and  I  was  not  without  my  fears  that 
I  might  be  found  unequal  to  my  post.  Often 
have  I  stood  in  the  distillery,  to  watch  the 
working  of  the  vast  machinery  therein,  to 
ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  applied.  My  attention  was  par- 
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ticularly  directed  to  that  portion  of  it  connected 
with  the  "  distilling  apparatus,"  which  more 
immediately  concerned  me  than  any  thing  else 
about  the  distillery. 

I  was  anxious  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
working  of  it  from  my  own  observations,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  one  connected  with  the  place. 
I  must  admit  it  was  a  puzzle  to  me  for  a  long 
time.  In  my  meditations  the  distiller  would, 
now  and  then,  pass  me  with  a  smile  and  a  nod 
of  recognition,  as  was  his  wont,  knowing  very 
well  the  object  of  my  watchfulness.  I  should 
not  be  doing  justice  to  him  if  I  did  not  say  he 
always  treated  me  with  great  courtesy.  Our 
interests  were  somewhat  antagonistic,  and 
disputes  would  occasionally  arise  between  usr 
as  I  shall  presently  explain,  which  were  gen- 
erally settled  in  a  kindly  and  friendly  way. 
lean  say,  with  perfect  truth,  that  during  the 
whole  time  I  had  to  survey  the  distillery  I 
never  met  even  the  appearance  of  obstruction 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  It  is  not  at  all  un- 
likely the  distiller  might  fancy  that  I  displayed 
more  zeal  than  wisdom  in  some  of  my  proceed- 
ings ;  but  he  never  considered  them  petty,  I 
believe,  and  if  they  did  appear  somewhat  harsh, 
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he  attributed  this  to  the  stringent  laws  and 
regulations  by  which  distillers  were  governed, 
and  he  knew  that  in  carrying  them  out  I  was 
only  discharging  a  simple  duty. 

The  revenue  derived  from  this  one  distillery 
was  immense.  If  I  were  to  name  the  amount 
it  would  stagger  the  belief  of  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  what  an  English  distillery  really 
is.  It  may  be  readily  conceived,  however, 
that  a  great  and  grave  responsibility  must 
devolve  on  the  officials  who  have  the  charging 
of  the  revenue  at  such  large  establishments. 
The  method  by  which  this  is  done  is  simple 
enough,  as  I  will  explain  for  the  benefit  of  the 
general  reader. 

Connected  with  the  distilling  apparatus  is 
a  receiver  into  which  the  spirits  run  as  they 
come  from  the  still.  This  vessel  is  kept  under 
lock  and  key  of  the  excise,  and  only  opened 
when  the  account  is  taken  of  the  spirits,  for 
charging  the  revenue  duty  thereon.  The 
quantity  was  ascertained  with  a  dipping  rod 
clearly  and  correctly  marked  in  inches  and 
tenths  of  an  inch,  and  so  fixed  that  it  could 
not  be  taken  out  of  the  receiver,  so  that  there 
could  be  no  tampering  with  it.  It  was  to  the 


104 

distiller's  advantage  to  have  the  receiver  of 
large  circumference.  The  law  did  not  provide 
for  charging  the  revenue  on  a  less  fraction 
than  one  tenth  of  an  inch,  so  that  on  every 
charge  of  spirits  the  distiller  received  the 
advantage  of  a  broken  tenth,  and  the  larger 
the  circumference  of  the  vessel  the  greater 
his  gain.  The  men  working  the  "  distilling 
apparatus  "  were  so  well  skilled  that  they 
could  run  the  spirits  into  the  receiver  so  fine 
as  to  be  almost  within  a  hair's  breadth  of 
cutting  the  next  tenth  above  on  the  dipping 
rod.  These  broken  tenths  were  a  gain  to  the 
distiller  of  some  thousands  a  year,  and  a 
corresponding  loss  to  the  revenue,  hence  it 
was  that  disputes  would  sometimes  arise 
between  the  distiller  and  the  charging  officer 
as  to  the  true  dip  of  the  spirits,  which  were 
mostly  settled  without  any  serious  contention. 
Those  persons  who  have  not  given  the  sub- 
ject of  charging  and  collecting  indirect  taxes  a 
consideration  can  have  but  a  very  faint  and  in- 
distinct notion  of  the  onerous  and  complicated 
duties  of  a  supervisor  of  Excise,  especially  in 
a  district  such  as  Wandsworth,  which  extended 
over  a  radius  of  five  miles,  including  within 
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that  circle,  not  only  the  large  distillery  I  have 
described,  but  brickmakers,  who  made  bricks 
by  millions,  that  had  to  be  taken  account  of; 
extensive  maltsters,  a  paper  maker,  a  soap 
maker,  and  almost  a  countless  number  of  other 
trades  coming  more  or  less  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Excise,  and  which  brought  to  the 
revenue,  speaking  within  compass,  more  than 
half  a  million  of  money.  There  was  great 
labour,  mental  and  physical,  in  looking  after 
a  revenue  of  that  amount,  and  I  do  not  exag- 
gerate when  I  say  I  was  occupied,  on  an 
average,  not  less  than  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
hours  every  day,  excepting  Sunday,  which  day 
I  hailed  with  greater  delight  and  thankfulness 
than  I  can  describe. 

The  prospect  of  promotion,  to  which  a  dis- 
trict such  as  mine  was  considered  a  stepping 
stone,  reconciled  one  to  the  drudgery  and 
care  I  have  adverted  to  ;  for  it  was  physically 
impossible  to  continue  labouring  so  hard  very 
long  without  breaking  down.  It  was  not 
merely  surveying,  which  might  be  considered 
only  mechanical ;  it  was  necessary  also  to 
understand  the  practical  operations  of  this  or 
the  other  trade,  to  apply  properly  the  laws 


io6 

that  governed  them,  and  to  be  always  on  the 
alert  to  see  that  they  were  not  evaded. 

Having  served  the  required  time  in  a  district, 
I  was  called  up  to  the  chief  office,  to  be 
examined  in  the  usual  way  with  a  view  to 
promotion.  I  passed  with  comparative  ease, 
as  I  had  done  on  a  former  occasion.  The 
survey  books  of  the  district  were  next  exam- 
ined, according  to  practice,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  from  them  whether  they  had  been 
kept  properly,  and  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  service. 

After  waiting  for  months,  in  great  anxiety, 
the  result  of  that  examination,  I  was  very 
greatly  startled  and  surprised  at  receiving 
official  intimation  "  that  in  consequence  of 
"  numerous  errors  having  been  found,  on 
"  examination  of  my  books,  the  Board  re- 
"  gretted  they  could  not  promote  me  ;  but  as 
"  there  did  not  appear  any  want  of  diligence 
"  or  zeal,  allowed  me  to  remain  in  my  present 
lc  district,  and  they  hoped  I  should  appear 
"  before  them  again,  at  some  future  timer 
"  under  more  favourable  circumstances."  A 
queer  result  this — that  five  years  of  incessant 
labour  of  body  and  mind  failed  in  being  con- 
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sidered  a  set-off  against  errors  in  book-keeping, 
which  might  fairly  have  been  classed  under 
the  term,  "  clerical  errors."  The  Board  had 
a  standard,  no  doubt,  which  governed  them 
in  their  decision  in  my  case.  There  was  not 
an  error  found  in  my  books,  nor  in  those  of  my 
staff,  which  at  all  affected  the  revenue  in  a 
money  point  of  view,  and  considering  the 
extent  and  importance  of  my  district,  and  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  look  after,  which 
absorbed  the  most  of  my  attention,  I  had 
great  reason  to  feel  disappointed,  particularly 
as  the  Board  had  selected  me  for  the  district. 
I  had  no  pretension  to  cleverness — never  had 
—I  did  my  duty  as  far  as  I  knew,  and  I  could 
do  no  more. 

It  was  usual  with  the  Board,  in  a  failure 
like  mine,  to  remove  the  supervisor  to  some 
other  less  important  district.  I  look  upon  it 
they  considered  me  an  efficient  officer,  or  I 
should,  no  doubt,  have  been  removed.  I 
failed  because  I  had  more  work  than  could  be 
fairly  managed  so  as  to  leave  sufficient  time 
for  mere  routine  duties.  The  same  district 
that  I  had  sole  management  of  is  now,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken,  divided  into  three. 
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I  could  scarcely  look  upon  it  as  a  favour  to 
be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  district,  although 
I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  it  was  intended  to 
be  one.  There  were  many  painful  associations 
connected  with  the  place,  one  in  particular, 
which  made  me  eager  to  leave  it.  A  few 
months  prior  to  my  examination,  one  of  my 
children — a  fine  lad  of  five  years  of  age — fell 
into  the  Thames,  and  was  drowned.  My  house 
was  near,  and  my  wife  hearing  screams,  rushed 
out  hastily  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  having 
at  the  time  a  young  child  in  her  arms,  when 
she  saw  her  other  child  struggling  in  the  water 
and  taken  from  her  sight  by  the  receding  tide. 
The  boy  was  afterwards  found  by  the  distillery 
men,  with  whom  he  was  a  great  favourite, 
having  frequently  beguiled  them  at  their  din- 
ner hour  by  his  active  and  playful  habits.  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  shock  to  my 
wife's  feelings  by  the  sad  event,  further  than 
this — that  it  affected  the  infant  at  her  breast ; 
the  child  sickened  and  died  a  few  days  after  ; 
so  that  I  buried  the  two  children  "in  the  same 
grave  on  the  same  day.  This  circumstance 
alone  was  quite  sufficient  to  render  Wandsworth 
distillery  a  place  not  readily  to  be  forgotten. 
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It  may  be  imagined  that  I  should  feel  griev- 
ously disappointed  in  not  getting  promotion 
when  I  most  desired  it.  It  was  not  my  nature 
however  to  despair,  and  knowing  I  could  not 
alter  the  past  I  laid  out  new  plans  for  the 
future.  I  commenced  my  work  again  in 
downright  earnestness,  but  more  judiciously 
than  I  had  hitherto  done.  Profiting  by  painful 
experience,  I  devoted  greater  attention  to 
book-keeping  and  routine,  which  I  had  looked 
upon  as  secondary  to  the  more  important  duty, 
as  I  considered,  of  surveying.  When  another 
year  had  expired,  I  asked  that  a  fresh  set  of 
books  should  be  examined.  My  request  was 
acceded  to,  and  the  result  proved  favourable  to 
me.  I  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  "  Sur- 
veying General  Examiner  ;"  and  was  therefore 
removed  from  Wandsworth  to  take  up  a 
position  in  the  chief  office,  where  my  duties 
were  of  a  widely  different  character  to  those  I 
had  been  so  many  years  accustomed  to.  I 
had  done  with  the  anxieties  and  cares  attend- 
ing the  possession  of  revenue  locks  and  keys, 
which  acted  as  a  kind  of  nightmare,  that  I  was 
only  too  glad  to  throw  off.  There  was  no 
stipulated  work,  or  time  in  which  it  should  be 
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done,  there  was  a  discretionary  power  allowed 
in  such  matters,  a  sort  of  freedom  that  I  had 
been  long  a  stranger  to,  and  if  I  could  describe 
the  feelings  I  experienced  at  the  change,  they 
would,  I  imagine,  be  something  akin  to  those 
a  slave  would  feel  when  first  emancipated  and 
allowed  unrestricted  freedom. 

The  duties  of  a  "  Surveying  General  Exam- 
iner of  Excise  "  I  found  pleasant  and  easy. 
My  time  was  partly  occupied  in  the  chief 
office,  and  partly  on  survey  and  inspection 
in  the  country.  I  did  not  retain  this  position 
much  over  a  year,  when  I  was  appointed 
"Collector  of  Inland  Revenue  and  Receiving 
Officer  of  Taxes  "  to  Lincoln.  Having  been 
tossed  about  from  place  to  place  so  many 
years,  I  had  never  known  the  pleasures  of 
home  in  their  fullest  extent.  I  was  now  about 
to  realize  what  I  had  been  long  wishing  and 
looking  for — a  quiet  life. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  I  started  busi- 
ness in  Lincoln  as  a  gunsmith.  I  left  it  in 
1820,  and  returned  to  the  old  city  again  in 
1850  —  an  absence  of  thirty  years.  The 
changes  that  had  taken  place  in  that  period 
can  be  better  imagined  than  described.  The 
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quiet  and  order,  and  I  may  add,  the  dignity 
that  pervaded  this  noble  old  city  in  my  youth- 
ful days,  had  given  way  to  the  bustle,  activity 
and  din  of  mercantile  life.  There  still  remained 
the  same  number  of  churches,  crowned  by  the 
majestic  cathedral,  but  these  had  been  supple- 
mented, in  great  contrast,  by  tall  chimneys 
continually  discharging  their  volumes  of 
smoke,  giving  an  appearance  to  the  city  not 
dissimilar  to  a  manufacturing  town,  at  least 
so  far  as  below  hill  is  concerned.  Those  who 
know  Lincoln  will  recollect  that  above  hill,  in 
the  cathedral  precincts,  the  same  quiet,  the 
same  order  and  dignity  are  retained,  forming 
a  striking  contrast  to  the  busy  mercantile  life 
below  hill. 

My  collection  extended  over  the  whole  of  the 
northern  division  of  the  county.  On  my  travels 
I  frequently  came  across  some  of  my  old  pupils 
whom  I  had  trained  at  Snarford  and  Lang- 
worth  schools.  They  were  boys  then  ;  I  met 
them  now  almost  middle-aged  men.  In  me 
they  saw  not  the  imperious  and  conceited 
pedagogue  they  might  once  have  thought  me, 
but  a  staid  official,  looking  worse  for  the  wear 
and  tear  of  hard  service.  It  was  more  than 
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gratifying  to  receive  a  vigorous  and  hearty 
shake  of  the  hand  and  a  warm  welcome  back 
to  my  native  county.  I  had  now  reached  what 
I  had  long  struggled  for,  the  "  Easy  Chair  " 
of  the  service,  as  a  collectorship  was  then 
called  ;  words  more  pleasant  in  theory  than  I 
found  in  practice.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there 
was  much  to  reconcile  me  to  my  lot. 

Settled  down  in  the  midst  of  friends  and 
associates,  after  a  separation  of  thirty  years, 
visiting  places  sacred  to  memory  with  duties 
comparatively  pleasant,  it  might  be  supposed, 
with  so  many  pleasing  associations  I  should 
not  desire  another  remove.  I  did  however 
remove  again  to  a  better  class  Collection.  I 
remained  in  Lincoln  five  years,  when  I  was 
appointed  to  Worcester,  where  I  remained 
about  the  same  period.  From  thence  I  went 
to  the  old  town  of  Leeds,  where  I  was  collector 
another  five  years  ;  and  at  the  age  of  sixty  I 
retired  from  the  service  altogether,  at  my  own 
request,  and  was  placed  on  the  superannuation 
list,  after  an  arduous,  and  not  altogether  an 
uneventful  service,  of  nearly  forty  years. 

The  fiscal  changes  that  have  been  made  in 
the  revenue  department  since  1827,  when  I 


first  entered  it,  have  been  numerous  and  im- 
portant. Nearly  all  the  indirect  taxes 
which  I  have  already  enumerated,  and  which 
greatly  shackled  trade,  have  been  repealed. 
I  have  not  the  means  at  hand  for  ascertaining 
the  amount  remitted  since  1827,  ^ut  I  am  war~ 
ranted  in  stating  that  since  the  introduction  of 
free  trade  in  1842,  the  amount  of  taxes  remit- 
ted is  £25,000,000,  notwithstanding  which  the 
Exchequer  prospers.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  see  these  indirect  taxes,  one  by  one,  re- 
moved. I  always  looked  upon  them  as 
obnoxious  and  inquisitorial,  interfering  as  they 
unquestionably  did,  with  the  freedom  of  com- 
merce. The  malt  tax  is  retained,  but  almost 
"  left  blooming  alone,  whilst  its  lovely  compan- 
ions are  faded  and  gone."  I  am  in  hopes  of 
seeing  it  disappear  like  its  fellows  ;  not  with  a 
view  of  getting  cheap  beer,  but  because  of  its 
inquisitorial  character  and  of  its  being  so  much 
at  variance  with  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
which,  if  carried  out  in  their  entirety  must  cause 
the  malt  tax  soon  to  become  a  thing  of  the  past. 
It  is  continued  on  revenue  grounds,  and  only 
until  a  substitute  can  be  found  for  it.  A  beer 
tax  in  lieu  thereof  has  been  suggested,  but  I 
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trust  that  suggestion  will  not  be  entertained, 
for  a  beer  tax,  in  my  humble  opinion,  would 
resuscitate  the  "  Hush  shops  "  that  were  found 
when  the  tax  existed  before  ;  and  these  I  have 
already  shewn  were  a  great  nuisance  and  an 
unmitigated  evil,  greater  even  than  the  worst 
kind  of  beer  shops. 

Legislators  and  non-legislators  differ  widely 
in  their  opinions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  tax- 
ation. One  party  advocates  direct,  another 
indirect,  and  another  both  modes.  Much  rnay 
be  said  and  much  has  been  said  for  and  against 
each  system.  In  my  own  experience  of  nearly 
forty  years  I  could  many  a  tale  unfold  of  the 
schemes  and  devices  I  have  witnessed  for 
cheating  the  revenue,  when  indirect  taxation 
was  so  rife.  Similar  schemes  and  devices 
were  practised  when  exciseable  commodities 
were  exported  "  on  drawback."  In  numerous 
instances  the  goods  would  be  unfit  for  com- 
merce, and  not  be,  perhaps,  what  they  were 
represented  when  they  were  shipped,  and 
instead  of  being  landed  at  the  port  they  were 
destined  for,  would  more  likely  be  cast  into 
the  sea.  The  whole  system  of  drawbacks 
was  open  to  grave  objections.  It  has  been 
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almost  entirely  done  away  with  by  the  repeal 
of  the  taxes  that  created  it. 

Direct  taxation  is  not  attended  with  so 
many  difficulties,  in  my  humble  opinion,  as 
indirect  taxation  is.  The  income  tax,  abused 
and  condemned  as  I  know  it  is  by  many, 
whilst  by  others  it  is  considered  a  safe  and 
reliable  tax, — so  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned I  look  upon  it  as  a  necessary  evil,  and 
it  must,  I  fear,  be  borne.  There  are  many 
well  grounded  objections  to  it,  I  admit,  and 
objections  which  cannot  be  altogether  ignored; 
still,  I  think  it  possible,  by  amendments  in 
the  law,  to  make  even  this  tax  bearable.  That 
there  must  be  taxes  we  all  know;  to  levy  them 
in  their  least  objectionable  form  should  be  the 
study  and  aim  of  the  legislature. 

There  are  those,  I  repeat,  who  do  not  object 
to  the  income-tax  ;  they  would  be  glad,  how- 
ever, to  see  it  made  less  inquisitorial,  more 
equitably  levied,  and  placed  entirely  under  the 
control  of  Government.  With  these  modifica- 
tions, which  may  be  safely  left  to  the  wisdom 
of  Parliament  to  effect,  and  the  tax  itself  kept 
at  a  minimum  rate,  it  would,  I  believe,  be 
submitted  to  as  patiently  as  any  other  tax. 
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I  have  known  dishonest  manufacturers  of 
exciseable  articles  defraud  the  revenue  to  an 
extent  whereby  they  could  undersell  their 
neighbours  in  the  market,  and  this  practice 
would  sometimes  prove  a  clue  which  led  to  the 
discovery  of  their  nefarious  doings.  False 
returns  of  income  may  be,  and  no  doubt  are 
made,  but  these  do  not  affect  sales  in  a 
market,  however  they  may  affect  the  revenue. 
The  income  tax  does  not  fluctuate.  That  is, 
when  an  assessment  is  made  the  tax  on  such 
assessment  must  be  paid  in  full.  It  is  true 
incomes  fluctuate  ;  they  may  become  more  or 
less  according  to  circumstances,  but  this  does 
not  affect  the  assessment  when  once  made  : 
it  can  always  be  known  what  the  tax  will 
realize,  which  gives  it  a  decided  advantage 
over  an  indirect  tax.  I  know  it  is  maintained 
by  clever  financiers  that  the  income  tax  is  a 
war  tax,  and  should  be  levied  only  in  time 
of  war;  but  as  there  appears  no  better  sub- 
stitute we  must  submit  to  it,  and  rest  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  made  worse  than  it  is. 

Whilst  the  legislature  was  engaged  in  repeal- 
ing those  taxes  that  interfered  with  the  free 
commerce  of  the  country,  an  energetic  and 
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clever  chairman,  the  head  of  the  department 
in  which  I  was  a  humble  member,  was  em- 
ployed removing  the  restrictions  which  fettered 
the  trade  of  those  subject  to  Excise  regulations, 
and  which  did  not  tend  in  any  way  to  increase 
the  revenue.  The  periodical  "  stock  taking," 
at  the  several  dealers  and  retailers  in  articles 
subject  to  taxation,  was  either  entirely  done 
away  with  or  very  much  modified,  to  the  great 
relief  of  those  subject  to  this  regulation.  Stock 
taking  afforded  but  little,  if  any,  protection  to 
the  revenue,  and  was  a  great  annoyance  and 
interference  to  those  subject  to  it. 

The  same  indefatigable  chairman  did  not 
confine  himself  merely  to  making  changes 
affecting  the  persons  subject  to  Excise  inter- 
ference, but  he  also  set  about,  in  good  earnest, 
improving  in  every  possible  way  the  depart- 
ment over  which  he  presided. 

''Exciseman"  and  "  Gauger "  were  words 
not  at  all  euphonious  to  his  ears,  and  he  sub- 
stituted for  these  a  much  more  pleasing  and  a 
much  more  proper  designation,  viz  :  "  Inland 
Revenue  Officer,"  and  if  Dr.  Johnson  had  been 
living  at  that  period,  and  compiling  his  dic- 
tionary, he  would  have  given  a  more  pleasing 
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definition  of  the  word  Excise  than  he  did 
in  his  day.  This  change,  simple  as  it  may 
appear,  has  had  a  very  beneficial  effect  on  the 
service,  and  although  it  is  only  the  alteration 
of  a  name  it  is  an  alteration  of  great  import- 
ance. 

At  one  time  it  was  a  regulation  of  the  ser- 
vice to  remove  the  Gaugers  every  four  years. 
The  object,  I  presume,  was  to  prevent  collusion. 
Whether  it  had  that  effect  or  was  likely  to 
have,  was  always  to  me  problematical.  By  ab- 
olishing the  system,  the  authorities  proved  they 
had  their  misgivings  as  to  its  utility,  and  no 
greater  boon  was  ever  conferred  on  the  service 
than  that  of  doing  away  with  general  removes. 
If  I  were  inclined  to  be  at  all  sensational -I 
could  many  a  tale  unfold  of  a  very  painful  char- 
acter attending  removes,  which  have  come 
under  my  own  personal  observation,  and  I 
know  of  nothing  that  has  done  more  to  elevate 
the  service  than  that  single  act — the  abolition 
of  general  removes.  Thanks  to  the  man  who 
had  the  sagacity  to  see  their  uselessness,  and 
a  will  strong  enough  to  make  the  change. 

The  introduction  of  an  educational  test,  and 
the  requirement  of  certificates  of  character,  did 
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much  to  improve  the  quality  of  officers  entering 
the  service  ;  and  throwing  the  offices  open  to 
unrestricted  competition  has  produced  a  still 
greater  beneficial  change,  although  under  the 
new  system  the  best  man  for  general  business 
may  not  in  every  case  be  secured,  it  ensures 
respectability,  which  alone  is  a  decided  im- 
provement on  the  old  system  of  patronage, 
when  appointments  were  made  to  satisfy  politi- 
cal adherents,  without  any  consideration  as  to 
the  fitness  of  the  persons  appointed  for  the 
duties  they  would  have  to  discharge.  It  is  to 
be  feared  as  little  regard  was  paid  to  character 
as  to  fitness,  so  that  the  public  service  was  not 
altogether  immaculate. 

The  Inland  Revenue  Officer  of  the  present 
day  does  not  share  in  the  proceeds  of  fines 
and  seizures  as  the  Gauger  of  past  times  did. 
This  is  another  change  in  the  right  direction, 
as  must  be  obvious  to  an  unprejudiced  mind. 
When  the  service  bristled  with  those  "  hateful 
taxes  levied  upon  commodities,"  so  Dr.  John- 
son defined  them,  prosecutions  were  continually 
going  on  for  evasions  of  the  revenue  laws. 
An  exchequer  prosecution,  not  at  all  uncommon, 
meant  ruin  to  the  person  who  had  to  appear 
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in  the  court  at  the  instance  of  a  Crown  prose- 
cution. Counts  would  be  multiplied,  and  the 
accumulation  of  penalties  arising  from  that 
course  would  be  perfectly  astounding.  Every 
official  from  the  Crown  solicitor  downwards, 
had  a  pecuniary  interest  in  these  prosecutions. 
I  have  known  men  who  had  an  aptitude  for 
getting  up  prosecutions  in  the  exchequer  and 
the  lower  courts,  make  large  fortunes  from 
their  share  of  the  proceeds  of  fines  and 
seizures  alone,  and  who  looked  upon  their 
salaries  as  insignificant  compared  with  what 
they  derived  from  these  sources  :  like  the  man 
engaging  a  place,  who  remarked  "  he  did  not 
care  so  much  about  wages,  only  Let  him  have 
what  he  could. pick  up."  Those  good  old  days 
are  past  and  gone,  never  more  to  return.  An 
exchequer  prosecution  for  infringement  of 
revenue  laws,  is  rarely  heard  of  in  the  present 
day  unless  a  case  of  great  magnitude  arises,  and 
the  revenue  has  been  grossly  defrauded.  Ordi- 
nary offences  are  heard  generally  in  ordinary 
courts  before  justices  of  the  peace,  and  excite 
but  little  interest  either  to  officials  or  to  the 
general  public. 
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It  is  a  subject  deserving  of  consideration, 
I  think,  whether  the  Gauger  in  past  times, 
participating  as  he  did  in  the  share  of  the 
proceeds  of  fines  and  seizures,  and  with  other 
ways  open  to  him  for  making  money,  was  not 
really  better  paid  than  the  "  Inland  Revenue 
Officer  "  of  the  present  period,  with  only  his 
bare  salary  to  depend  on.  The  former  lived 
in  a  plain  way,  and  had  but  little  occasion 
to  spend  much  on  himself  in  keeping  up  a 
personal  appearance.  The  latter  must  live 
respectably,  dress  genteelly,  and  keep  up  a 
good  appearance,  on  an  income  barely  suffi- 
cient it  is  to  be  feared,  in  too  many  cases,  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door.  Whilst  the 
wealth  of  the  country  has  been  increasing 
year  after  year,  those  persons  with  fixed  small 
incomes  have  not  participated  in  that  pros- 
perity; but  on  the  contrary  have  suffered  by 
it,  because  their  purchasing  power  has  been 
lessened  in  proportion  to  the  enhanced  price 
of  provisions  which  increased  wealth  causes. 
I  realize  that  effect  in  my  own  case,  and  there- 
fore can  speak  of  it  experimentally.  The 
Government  look  upon  it  in  the  same  light, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  it  has  wisely  and 
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liberally  increased  the  pay  of  its  servants  gen- 
erally, when  a  proper  appeal  has  been  made 
to  it ;  and  I  trust  the  same  liberality  will  be 
continued  as  circumstances  arise  requiring  it ; 
for  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  It  may 
be  taken  as  a  rule  that  meagre  pay  means 
meagre  work,  and  this  applies  equally  to  pub- 
lic departments  and  to  private  establishments. 
These  Reminiscences  were  not  intended  in 
the  first  instance  for  publication,  as  the  pre- 
face explains.  They  are  simply  just  plain 
facts,  stated  in  a  plain  simple  style,  and  it 
will  be  seen  from  them  that  I  started  life 
under  more  than  ordinary  difficulties,  not  the 
least  of  which  was  my  weak  foot,  before 
adverted  to ;  for  having  to  walk  great 
distances,  over  rugged  and  uneven  roads,  I 
had  a  strong  presentiment  that,  sooner  or 
later,  I  should  break  down.  On  one  occasion 
this  conviction  was  so  strong  in  my  mirid  that 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  an  influential  person  in  the 
chief  office,  telling  him  that  I  was  physically 
unable  to  perform  my  duties,  and  that  I  should 
be  compelled  to  give  up  altogether.  I  did  not 
dispatch  my  letter,  but  struggled  on,  and  by 
great  perseverance  managed  to  retain  my 
position. 
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I  ascribe  my  success  in  life,  such  as  it  has 
been,  to  the  watchful  care  of  a  kind  Providence 
—to  the  good  counsel  of  an  affectionate  and 
a  devoted  mother — to  the  religious  instruction 
I  received  at  a  Sunday  school,  under  the 
superintendence  of  a  kind  and  worthy  pastor, 
who  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  whose  name 
was  honoured  and  reverenced  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  by  none  more  than  by  myself — and 
to  my  official  instructor,  whose  last  injunction 
— "  Be  sure  and  turn  the  post,"  was  always 
present  to  my  mind. 

A  sanguine  temperament,  a  strong  will,  a 
fair  share  of  self  reliance,  a  persevering  spirit, 
and  a  mind  imbued  with  a  strong  sense  of 
duty,  have  been  the  weapons  with  which  I 
have  fought  the  battle  of  life,  and  whatever 
may  have  been  my  shortcomings,  I  have 
endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and 
judgment,  to  do  the  State  some  service. 


APPENDIX. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Letter  referred  to  in  the 
Preface,  written  by  the  Author's  son,  to  whose  widow  all 
profits  derived  from  the  publication  of  this  little  book  will 
be  given. 


To  SIR  \V.  H.  STEPIIENSON,  K.C.B.,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF   INLAND  REVENUE. 

SIR, 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  it  has  been  long 
in  earnest  contemplation  to  establish  a  Widows'  and 
Orphans' fund  in  the  Excise  Branch  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
and  for  this  purpose  a  committee  has  been  formed  at 
Derby  to  take  steps  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object, 
At  the  time  this  committee  was  formed  it  was  deemed 
absolutely  necessary,  for  the  success  of  the  scheme,  that 
the  sanction  and  co-operation  of  the  Board  should  be 
obtained.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  know  whether  this  has 
or  has  not  been  done,  but  I  trust,  in  addressing  you  per- 
sonally on  the  subject,  I  shall  not  be  deemed  impertinent. 
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My  specific  object  is  to  call  your  attention  to  a  scheme 
for  providing  pensions  to  widows  and  allowances  to  orphans 
of  certain  classes  of  officers  in  the  Indian  service,  not 
members  of  existing  funds.  The  regulations  have  been 
promulgated  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  and  are  published  in  the  letter  of  the  Times 
correspondent  in  Calcutta,  in  the  issue  of  Tuesday  last, 
January  29th.  The  regulations  alluded  to  appear  to  me  so 
simple  in  their  character,  so  eminently  suited  to  the  object 
in  view,  and  so  capable  of  being  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
such  a  community  as  ourselves,  that  I  venture  to  hope  the 
scheme  may  receive  your  serious  consideration,  with  a  view 
to  your  weighty  influence  being  used  in  favour  of  its  being 
applied  to  the  large  department  under  your  control. 

The  scale  of  pensions  and  of  contributions  would,  of 
course,  require  to  be  modified  to  the  circumstances  and 
social  position  of  the  officers  of  Inland  Revenue  ;  but  as 
the  statistics  have  been  tested  by  eminent  actuaries  under 
the  authority  of  the  Indian  Government,  there  is  a  direct 
guarantee  that  they  are  correct,  and  that  m  applying  them 
to  our  own  case  no  uncertain  result  need  be  anticipated. 
The  difficulties  which  now  present  themselves  in  the  service 
are  in  the  formation  of  such  an  institution  as  we  desire. 
Were  it  once  established  I  am  confident  it  would  be  enthu- 
siastically welcomed  and  heartily  supported.  "Whether  the 
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scheme  to  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  directing  your 
attention  be  considered  suitable  to  our  department,  or  not, 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  should  the  question  in 
some  different  mode  of  obtaining  the  end  in  view,  be 
proposed,  and  receive  consideration  from  yourself  or  from 
the  Board  collectively,  the  admirable  management  of  the 
present  Benevolent  fund  is  a  guarantee  that  any  extension 
of  the  system  would  not  be  costly. 

Three  years  ago  I  was  prostrated  by  a  severe  illness,  and 
during  a  long  period,  when  my  recovery  was  in  my  own 
mind  doubtful,  the  thought,  that  had  my  death  occurred 
then  my  family  would  have  been  left  practically  destitute, 
was  the  greatest  aggravation  of  my  affliction.  The  eager 
hope  of  the  establishment  of  such  a  fund  as  is  now  pro- 
posed has  never  since  left  me.  This  must  be  my  apology 
for  the  somewhat  unusual  course  I  now  adopt  in  endeavour- 
ing to  enlist  your  sympathy  for  the  cause. 


WARWICK,  February,  1873. 


ALBEJIARLE  STREET,  LONDON, 
February,  1873. 
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Edition.    With  an  Essay  on  the  Geography  of  the  Valley  of  the  Oxus. 
By  COLONEL  HENRY  YULE,  C.C.     With  Map.    Svo.    12s. 

WORDSWORTH'S  (BISHOP  OF  LINCOLN)  Athens  and  Attica.  Fourth 

Edition.     Plates.    PostSvo.    5s. 

Pictorial,  Descriptive,   and  Historical  Account 

of  Greece.    New  Edition.     With  600  Woodcuts.     Royal  Svo.    21*. 

YULE'S  (COLONEL)  Book  of  Marco  Polo,  concerning  the  Kingdoms 
and  Marvels  of  the  East.  A  new  English  Version.  Illustrated  by  the 
Light  of  Oriental  Writers  and  Modern  Travels.  With  Maps  and  80 
Plates.  2  Vols.  Medium  Svo.  42s. 

ZINCKE'S  (REV.  F.  B.)  Winter  in  the  United  States.    Post  Svo. 

10s.  6rf. 


BRA.DBT7RY,  AGNETT,  &   CO.,  PRINTERS,  WHITEFRIARS. 


Prospectuses  and  Specimen  Pages  ?/ CASSELL'S  MAGAZINE  forwarded  post  free  on  application. 
COMMENCEMENT   OF  A   NEW   VOLUME. 

CASSELL'S    MAGAZINE. 

The  most  readable  Magazine  published.     Weekly,  \d.;  Monthly ',  Qd. 

"SECOND  COUSIN  SARAH,"  /A*  NEW  SERIAL  STORY,  by  F.-W.  ROBINSON, 
Author  of  "  Little  Kate  Kirby,1'  is  commenced  in  No.  204,  price  id.,  and  in  Part  48,  price  €d., 
forming  the  commencement  of  the  New  Volume;  and  a  NEW  STORY  by  ERCKMANN- 
CHATRIAN  will  appear.  __ 

"  No  periodical  is  at  all  to  be  compared  with  'Cassell's  Magazine.'" — Edinburgh  Daily  Review. 


ANGLING  (see  "  Cassell's  Magazine  "). 


Price  Threepence, 


MRS,  CHRISTY'S  CABINET, 

BEING 

The  Christmas  Number  of 
"Cassell's    Magazine." 


Third  Edition,  cloth  gilt,  as.  6d. 

The  Manners  of  Modern  Society, 

A  COMPREHENSIVE  WORK  ON 
THE  ETIQUETTE  OF  THE  PRESENT  DAY. 
"  Certainly  the  best  and  most  correct  of  all 

the  books  on  etiquette  that  we  have  seen." — 

The  FcJw. 
"  Nothing  is  omitted."— Examiner. 


CASSELL,  PETTER,  &  GAI.PIN'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


Cassell,  Fetter,  &  Calpin  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


NEW    AND    APPROVED    EDUCATIONAL    WORKS 

PUBLISHED    BY 

CASSELLj,      PETTEK,      &      OALPIN^. 

Spelling      .  '                    .           .Dr.  MORELL.      Thirtieth  Thousand  .  .  .10 

Grammar             .           .           .  Rev.  F.  MEYRICK.     Just  published  .  .  .16 

History       ....  DAWE  &  LAWSON.     Now  ready    .  .  .  .26 

Geography  (Elementary)  Prof.  ANSTED.     Second  Edition    .  .  .  .10 

Physical  Geography      .  R.  A.  PROCTOR.     Illustrated          .  .  .  .16 

English    Literature          .  Prof.  H.  MORLEY.     Second  Edition  .  .  .90 

MusiC    (Manual  of)       .           .  HENRY  LESLIE.     Second  Edition  .  .  .  .10 

Water-Colour  Painting  R.  P.  LEITCH.     24  Coloured  Plates  .  .  .50 

Applied  Mechanics     .    Prof.  BALL 

Colour         ....  Prof.  CHURCH,    With  Coloured  Plates    .  .  .26 

Astronomy  (Elementary)  R.  A.  PROCTOR.    Third  Edition  .        .  .  .16 

Social    Economy     .           .  Prof.  J.  E.  T.  ROGERS.    Second  Edition  .  .10 

Chemistry    (Elementary)    .  Prof.  BARFF.     Illustrated      .  .  .     i     6 

Chemistry    (Manual  of)      .  Rev.  H.  M.  HART.     Illustrated 

Cassell's  New  Code  Readers,  Complete  Set,  aa  below   .       .  6  a 

Boy's  Elementary,  4d.  ;  Girl's  Elementary,  4d.  I  Boy's  First,  6d.  ;  Girl's  First,  6d  ; 
Boy's  and  Girl's  Second,  8d.  ;  Boy's  and  Girl's  Third,  gd.  ;  Boys  and  Girls  fourth, 
icd.  ;  Boy's  and  Girl's  Fifth,  is.  ;  Boy's  and  Girl's  Sixth,  is.  sd. 

Cassell's  School  Board  Beading  Sheets      .       .       ...       .26 

\*  Comprising  14  large  Sheets. 

Cassell's  Graduated  Copy  Books,  Complete  Set    .       .       .   2  0 

*„*  Complete  in  12  Books,  each  containing  24  pages  fcap.  4to. 

Cassell's  School  Board  Arithmetics,  Complete  Set,  with  Key   i  10 

***  PARTS  1  to  5,  adapted  to  Standards  I.  to  V.  of  the  New  Code,  ad.  each. 
PART  6  (104  pages),  6d.     Complete  Key,  6d. 

Cassell's  Penny  Drawing  Copies,  Complete  Set    .       .       .24 

***  Complete  in  28  Books,  Id.   each,  each  Book  containing  14  pages  fcap  410. 

Cassell's  Sixpenny  Drawing  Copies,  in  Parts  at  .  .06 

A  very  superior  Series  of  Drawing  Copies,  complete  in  5  Series  of  Books. 

Cassell's  School  Board  Drawing  Copies,  First  Grade       .   s  0 
Ditto  ditto  Second  Grade    .  5  0 

CasselFs  Technical  Manuals  (as  under)  :— 

Rv  Fins  A  DAVIDSON.:— LINEAR  DRAWING,  2s.;  PROJECTION,  2s.;  MODEL 
DRAWING  ,s  PERSPECTIVE  DRAWING,  3s.:  BUILDING  CONSTRUCTION,  as. 
By  CHARLES  RYAN  :-SYSTEMATIC  DRAWING  AND  SHADING,  2s. 


»,*  Particulars  of  the  abov 
Class  Schools,  with  details   of 
GAI. PIN'S    EDUCATIONAL 
be  sent,  post  free,  on  application  to  the  Pubushe 


e  and  numerous  other  Works,  suitable  for  use  in  Elementary,  Middle,  and  Upper 
a  laie Sty  of  School  Materials,  will  be  found  in  CASSELL.   FETTER,  & 
CATALOGUE,   a  copy  of  which  can  be  obtained  of  all  Booksellers,  or  will 


A    BEAUTIFULLY    ILLUSTRATED    EDITION    OF 

THE    CHRISTIAN    YEAR 

Is  now  in  course  of  publication  by  Messrs.  CASSELL,  FETTER,  &  GALPIN,  and  will  be 
beautifully  Illustrated  throughout,  while  the  price  at  which  it  is  issued  will  place  it  within  the 
reach  of  every  family  in  the  land. 

Full  Prospectuses  of  CasselPfl  Illustrated  Edition  of  "The  Christian  Year" 
sent  post  free  on  application. 

CASSELL,  PETTER,  &  GALPIN'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


Casscll,  fetter,  S»  Galpln  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


Prospectuses  and  Specimen  Pages  of  LITTLE  FOLKS  forwarded  post  free  on  application. 


Weekly  Numbers,  Id.  J  Monthly  Parts,  6d.  J  Half- Yearly  Volumes,  3s. 


LITTLE  FOLKS'  is  certainly  the  best  of  all  magazines  for  very  young  children." — Examiner. 
''  LITTLE  FOLKS  '  is  admirabty  edited  ;  admirablyjllustrated." — City  Press. 

LITTLE  FOLKS  '  is  the  most  delightful  of  children's  magazines." — Hereford  Journal. 
'  LITTLE  FOLKS  '    is    about   the   prettiest,    neatest,    wisest,  nattiest,    and  best   illustrated 
"•ine  for  little  ptople  that  we  have  ever  met  with."  —The  Publisher's  Circular. 


AN    EARLY   CABRAGE   LEAF    (see  "  Little  Folks  "). 


V  The  New  Christmas  Volume  (Vol.  VI.)  of  LITTLE  FOLKS,  price  3s. 
Vols.  /..  //.,  I II.,  IV.,  and  r.  of  LITTL"E   FOLKS,  of  which  120,000  coties  hare 
been  sold,  containing  about   TWO  'THOUSAND    PICTURES,  have  been  several  times 
reprinted^  and  are  still  on  sale.     Coloured  boards,  3-r.;  cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges,  5*.  each. 

«S5T  The  SIX  VOLUMES  of  LITTLE  FOLKS  advertised  above  form  the  most  admirable  set  of 
Gift  Books  for  Young  Folks  that  could  possibly  be  selected. 


Price  6d. 


THE  WISHING   CAP, 

BEING 

The  Extra  Christmas  Part 
of  "Little  Folks." 


Presets  for  Little  Folks. 
Peeps  Abroad  for  Folks  at  Home  -     5s. 
Home  Chat  with  Our  Young  Folks    6s, 

Sunday  Chats 5«. 

Leslie's  Songs  for  Little  Folks     3s.  6d. 
Tiuth  Will  Out        -      -      -       3s.  6d. 


CASSELL,  FETTER,  &  GALI-IX'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


Casscll,  Fetter,  &  Calpin  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


Prospectuses  and  Specimen  Pages  <?/ THE  QUIVER  forwarded  post  free  on  application. 


THE  QuiVER,for  SUNDAY  READING. 

"  An  illustrated  magazine  which  holds  the  highest  rank  among  a  class  of  periodicals 
which  are  peculiarly  adapted  for  Sunday  reading.  "—A  rmy  and  Navy  Gazette. 

$ST  Order  Part  97,  price  6d.,  or  No.  421,  price  id.,  with,  which,  the  NEW  VOLUME 
is  COMMENCED. 


Amongst  the  many  very  interesting  and  instructive  Papers  which  will  appear  in  the  New  Volume 
are:-"  LIFE  A  TIME  OF  TRIAL,"  by  the  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY;  "THE 
LIFE  OF  DAVID,"  by  Rev.  W.  HANNA,  D.D.  ;  "THE  CANTICLES,"  by  Rev.  D. 
MOORE,  M.A.  ;  "THE  BROTHERHOOD  OF  MAN  AND  THE  FATHERHOOD  OF 
GOD,"  by  Rev.  ALFRED  BARRY,  D.I).  ;  "SCRIPTURE  LESSONS  FOR  SCHOOL 
AND  HOME,"  by  Rev.  J.  W.  GEDGE,  M.A.,  Diocesan  Inspector  of  Schools:  "THE 
QUIVER  BIBLE  CLASS; '  with  TWO  NEW  SERIAL  STORIES. 


THE  VALLEY  (see  "  The  Quiver"}. 


Price  6d. 


WINGED  ARROWS,     THE  QUIVER  ALMANACK 

FOR    1874. 

An  Illustrated  Sheet  Almanack, 


BEING 

THE  QUIVER  CHRISTMAS  ANNUAL  FOR  1873. 

Profusely  Illustrated. 


with  Text  for  Every  Day  in  the  Year. 


CASSELL,   PETTER,  &  GALPIN'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


CasselL  Petto;  £*  Galpin  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


Prospectuses  and  Specimen  Pages  of  tJie  BIBLE  EDUCATO«  forwarded post  free  en  application. 


THE  GREAT  MODERN  WORK  ON  THE  BIBLE. 

In   Monthly   Parts,    76.,    and   in   Weekly    Numbers,    i^d., 

THE    BIBLE    EDUCATOR. 


Edited  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  PLUMPTRE,  M.A., 

PROFESSOR   OF   EXEGESIS   OF   THE    NEW    TESTAMENT,    KING'S    COLLEGE,    LONDON. 

From  His  Grace  the  ARCHBISHOP  of  CANTERBURY. 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  fully  approve 
of  the  scope  of  the  work,  and  that,  judging  from  the 
names  of  the  contributors,  I  am  sure  that  it  will  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of  the  subject." 

From  His  Grace  the  ARCHBISHOP  of  YORK. 


"  It  seems  to  be  well  planned,   and  likely  to  be 
widely  useful." 

%*  Vol.  I.  now  ready,  price  6s.,  Illustrated  throughout. 


"  We  sincerely  wish  that  every  teacher  in  the  land 
would  take  the  '  ]>ible  Educator  '  month  by  month, 
and  master  it.  Its  publication  is  most  timely."— Church 
Sunday-School  Magazine. 


"  Members  of  Rible-classes,  village  preachers, 
Sabbath-school  teachers,  and  all  poor  students,  ought 
to  take  in  the  numbers,  and  to  be  very  grateful  for 
such  a  boon." — Sword  and  Tro-wcl. 


ERZEROUM  (AW  "  The  Bible  Educator"). 


Cloth,  7-s.  6d.  ;  cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges,  gs. 
GASSELL'S 

FAMILY  PRAYER  BOOK, 

NVith  Morning  and  Evening  Family  Prayers  for 
Every  Day  in  the  Year.     400  pages,  demy  ^to. 


New  Edition,  cloth  gilt,  2is. 

CASSELL'S  GUINEA  BIBLE, 

With  900  ILLUSTRATIONS, 
References,   Family  Register,  &c.     1,470  pp. 


royal  ^t 


/»  leather,  255. 


CASSELL,  P.-ITTER,  &  GALPIN'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


CassclL  Peitcr,  6"  Galpin  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


Prospectuses  and  Specimen  Pages  of  the  Works  mentioned  below  forwarded  post  free  on  application. 

THE  GREAT  CONFLICT 
BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  GERMAN^. 


O  IF 


CASSELL'S 

Illustrated 

History  of  theWar. 


Now   ready, 

No.    1,    price    Xi^ 

PART  I.,  price  " 


%*  With  the  FIRST  PART, 
and  also  with  Nos.  i  to  4,  is 
issued  a 

Large  Presentation  Plate 


The  enormous  Indemnity,  amounting  to 

3^200,000,000,  having  now  been  paid  by  France  to  Germany,  the 
soil  of  France  is  free  again,  and  the  evacuation  of  the  German  Troops  is  complete. 
Never,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of  the  world  has  there  been  a  war  more  startling 
in  its  issues,  more  absorbing  in  its  interest,  more  varying  in  its  details,  than  the 
recent  GREAT  CONFLICT  BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  -GERMANY. 
All  the  civilised  nations  of  the  world  have  watched  with  intense  interest  the 
progress  and  issues  of  the  fight,  and  every  one  who  can  read  and  reflect  must  feel 
that  he  is  personally  concerned  in  tracing  the  history  and  making  himself  acquainted 
with  the  narrative  of  this  GREAT  WAR. 

"  The  Times  "  says,    "  '  Cassell's  History  of  the  War  '  is  marvellously  good. 
A  pictorial  treasury  of  the  war,  well  written,  consecutive,  and  lively." 
11  No  Library,"  says  a  Military  Critic,   "  should   be  without  it." 
That  every  person  may  have  an  opportunity  of  possessing,  at  a  comparatively 
small  cost,  this  intensely  interesting  Work,  which  forms  a  contribution  of  lasting 
importance  and  value   to  the    historical    literature    of  our   own   country,    the 
Publishers  have  arranged  to  Re-issue  it  in  a  Periodical  Form,     To  be  com- 
pleted in  24  Parts. 

Now  publishing,  Monthly,  7d.  ;   Weekly,  l^d., 

CASSELL'S 

POPULAR     EDUCATOR, 

NEW      EDITION, 

In  which  all  additions  and  improvements  demanded  by  the  great  advances  made  in  the  various 
departments  ©f  knowledge  are  perfected  by  men  distinguished  in  their  several  branches. 

"  We  have  gone  over  the  pages  of  this  great  work  with  sentiments  of  real  wonder.  We  know 
no  work  like  it.  The  success  has  been  enormous  ;  it  has  occupied  and  filled  up  a  field  of  education 
vast  and  most  important  to  the  community."—  Dublin  University  Magazine. 

The  Right  Honourable  ROBERT  LOWE,  in  speaking  of  the  "Popular  Educator"  at  Halifax, 
said,  "  The  first  book  which  I  will  recommend  is  '  Cassell's  Educator.'" 


CASSELL,  PETTEK,  &  GALI>IN'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


Cassell,  Fetter,  6°  Galpin  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


Prospectuses  and  Specimen  Pages  */ BRITISH  BATTLES  forwarded  post  free  on  application. 


Now  publishing,  in  Weekly  Numbers,  lid, ;  and  Monthly  Parts,  7d., 

CASSELL'S    ILLUSTRATED 

British  Battles  on  Land  and  Sea. 


By  JAMES  GRANT,  Author  of  "The  Romance  of  War." 
"An  exciting,   yet    extremely  well-written 
history."— Irish  Times. 


istory.   —jruifi  j.  imc*. 

"  Promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable 
and  concise  histories  of  British  warfare.  The 
work  ought  to  be  most  extensively  read.'— 
Grantham  Journal. 


"  Cannot  fail  to  become  immensely  popular. 
As  an  historical  work  it  will  be  invaluable  as  a 
literary  production  ;  in  its  class  and  in  its  kind 
it  promises  to  be  without  a  worthy  compeer 

r         i   _       :ii *.     .*.~^   >'  US^ba/To/,-/ 


it  promises  10  ue  WIUIUUL  a.  ";«*»J_r<rrt>  ,j 
It  is  profusely  illustrated."  —  Wake  field 
Express. 


(..  — * 

**  Vol.  I.  now  ready,  Illustrated  throughout,  cloth  gilt. 


CHURCHILL  AT  MAESTRICHT  (see  "  British  Battles  on  Land  and  Sea  "). 


Cloth,  price  3s.  6d. 

Soldier  and  Patriot. 

The  Story  of  George  Washington.  By  F. 
M.  OWEN.  Illustrated.  256  pp.,  crown 
8vo. 


Profusely  Illustrated,  5s. 

Half-Hours  with  Early  Explorers. 

By  T.  FROST.    Containing  Narratives  of  the 
Adventures  and   Discoveries  of  the 
Explorers.     240  pp. ,  fcap.  410,  cloth. 


CASSELL,  FETTER,  &  GALPIN'S  CATALOGUES  post  free  on  application. 


Cassell,  PetUr,  &  Galpin  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


P.o&ctuses  and  Specimen  Pages  of  the  HISTORY  OF  IL^Mv  forwarded  ficst  free  on  aMUcath 


THE    ILLUSTRATED    HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND 
DURING    THE    LAST    TEN    YEARS. 


Just  commenced,  Monthly,  7d.  ;  Weekly, 
A    SUPPLEMENTARY    VOLUME,    COMPLETE    IN    ITSELF, 

^^^  BRINGING 

CASSELL'S  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

With    2000    Illustrations, 
DOWN     TO     THE     PBESENT    DATE. 


STATE  TRIAL  IN  DUBLIN  (see  "  Cassi'u' s  History  oj  England 


Third  Edition,  cloth,  price  25.  6d., 

The   Little   Folks'    History   of 

England.      By  ISA-CRAIG  KNOX.     With 
Thirty  Illustrations.     288  pages. 


"  The  principal  events  of  English  History 
are  narrated  with  simplicity,  and  so  cleverly 
strung  together  that  the  juvenile  reader  can 
scarcely  fail  to  be  interested  in  the  contents."— 
Scholastic  Register. 


At  all  Booksellers,  or  post  free  on  applicatio 
to  the  Publishers, 

Cassell's  Descriptive  Catalogue 

corrected  to  date,  containing  a  Complet 
List  of  Works,  classified  as  follows :- 
Bibles  and  Heligious  Literature 
Children's  Books,  Dictionaries 
Educational  Works,  Fine  Ar 
Volumes,  Hand  -  Books  am 
Guides,  History,  Miscellaneous 
Natural  History,  Poetry,  Travels 
Serials,  Annuals. 


Fetter i  6*  Galpin>  Ludgate  Hill,  London  ;  Paris  ;  and  New  York. 


University  of  Toronto 
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